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Year of Grace               15th Sunday in Ordinary Time  ~ July 14, 2024 

Morning, Church! 
 

Reflecting on our Sunday Scripture brought me back to the 14 
times God sent me to a new ministry. Each new mission included 
and invitation to live into the mystery of what it means to be sent, 
to be an apostle in Jesus’ Name. 
 

“Take nothing for the journey 
but a walking stick...and sandals” 

 

Holy mackerel! That’s way less than what I brought from ministry 
to ministry, including two habits, school and spiritual books, and 
some personal items. Have your spiritual and personal needs 
moved in a different, positive direction in the past few years? In 
our younger years, we’re into doing and having. Now, for many of 
us, our heart’s desire has shifted its focus to being and dispersing,  
 

At this present time, I’m striving to cultivate a new Spirituality of 
Subtraction and trying to remove all that is superfluous, weighty, 
and meaningless from my life.  
 

The Spirituality of Substraction is directed to a full spiritual trans-
formation, which “will happen gradually” and be “the result of 
choices influenced by grace and repeated over time.”  

(SSJ Constitutions #146).  
 

Self-reflection keeps us grounded in truth: 
every single life is time-stamped.  

We have but one, precious life, one precious faithjourney.  
Each time we respond to the grace of moment, 

transformation happens.  
  

Like many of us at St. S, most of our life is behind us. The limited 
time before us requires a renewed focus on how we live as apostle 
of Christ. Our choices for a Spirituality of Subtraction need con-
sistency and support. Making changes in our habits and behaviors 
meets with much resistance. We are accustomed to our comforts, 
our way of seeing, understanding, and responding.  
 

Imagine the radical changes the First Followers encountered as 
they went from village to village proclaiming Christ Crucified and 
Risen! 
 

We are strengthened for our faithjourney and mission through the 
grace of Word, Sacrament, and our Faith Community.  
 

We have everything we need for our journey. 
 
    In CommUNITY, 

You  have  everything  you  need  for  your  journey... 

Before you start your day, 
pray for the faith and hope 

of those who followed him first. S.J. 
 

 
 

Rough Translations 
 

     ~ Jan Richardson 

 Reflecting on the Word 

As you make your way home to God… 

  ~ What has more power in how you live  
      every day ~ fear of all you don’t know  
      or certainty you know all you need to know? 
 

  ~ What question do your believe were the  
      questions the apostles had as Jesus sent  
      them  out on mission? 
 

  ~ What questions do you have at this time  
      of your faith journey?  



Fri., July 26  ~  8a-2p 

Sat., July 27 ~  8a-1p 
 
 

 

9:30 -10:30a 

July 15     July 21 

July 17     July 22 

July 19     July 24   

For a different time/date 

contact Aileen. 

(336) 466-1484  

S. Mary Theresa Shevland, S.S.J. 
April 19, 1946 ~ June 22, 2024 

60th  Year in Religious Life 

S. Kathleen Patricia Sheehan,  S.S.J. 
July 9, 1930 ~ June 25, 2024 
76th Year in Religious Life 

July 

07 14th Sun OT Melisa Bustos’ 1st Communion 

09 Communion Service, 12:15p 

10 Choir, 7p 

14 15th Sun OT 

15 Give Blood Elkin Rescue Squad  1:30-6:00p 

16 Communion Service, 12:15p 

  17 RCIA Inquiry, 6:30p; Choir, 7p    

18 Wise Ones  Shiki’s Restaurant  1p  Host: Jerry 

20 Men’s Breakfast Group, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

21 16th Sun OT 

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 

24 Choir, 7p                                          

26 Parish Yard Sale ~ 8:00a – 2:00p 

27 Parish Yard Sale  

30 17th Sun OT 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 

Mass Intentions 

07 Melisa Bustos (1st Communion); +Meg Bresse 

14 +Silas Arthur Wylie, III (Father of Ashley Davis) 

St. Stephen Parishioners 

21 +Grace Jenkins r/b Barb & Bob DeJohn 

28 +Damien Michael Whisonant r/b Barb & Bob DeJohn 

02 Jorge Lopez 

04  Matthew Kelly  
Janis McQuade  
David Serafin 

06 Bryan Wagoner 

08 Isidro Rodriguez 

11 Julia Mantero 

18 Eileen Ouellette 

20 Joyce Kelly 

 21 Rose Amelia Kelly 

 Joseph Martinez 

22 Barbara DeJohn 

24 Kevin Robinson 

26 Lorraine Benfanti 

  Candace Fuentes 

  Frank Simon 

31 Orlando Trinidad 

14 Dianne & Andy Crawford  16 Pauline & Fred Sener 

22 Ashley & Aymes Davis  27 Jacquie & John Darcey 

31 Cindy Whitley & Ozzie Martinez 

...to Anayeli Bustos-Vargas, Dianne Crawford, 
Lou Stackhouse, and Jane Worley who volun-
teered to serve in Altar Linen Ministry; Joan 

Boehm, Barbara DeJohn, and Lou Stackhouse, now 
serving as Pastoral Care Ministers (bring Communion to 
the sick); and Kathy Jenkins, will volunteered to serve in 
our community’s Meal to the Elderly program… 

Thank you and God’s blessings! 

TriC Christian Crisis Ministries 

JUL Jello or instant pudding 

AUG Flour 

SEPT Shampoo 
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