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As you look in The Mirror of Blessings, what is Jesus asking you to see and change in your life? 
 

Readings   https://bible.usccb.org/ 

 
Morning Church! 
 

Comparisons are useless. An SSJ Villa sister once said, ñ...you can always find some-
one whoôs taller, nicer, smarter, better looking, kinder, richer, poorer, or shorter 
than you. Comparing yourself to others is energy wasted.ò  In Sirach (Reading I) we 
hear, ñGod has no favorites.ò Yet, we continue to struggle to keep our hearts aligned 
with God and our Dear Neighbor.     
 

Jesus flipped social and religious realities. He proclaimed the Reign of God through 
Divine Reversals! Todayôs parable juxtaposes a well-respected religious member of 
the community, a Pharisee, with a tax collector, a despised Publican. The Phariseeôs 
prayer, in his own words, is not God-centered.  

ñThe Pharisee took his position and spoke his prayer to himself.... 
...while holding others in contempt...ò 

 

Imagine a corporate executive bragging about his success juxtaposed with a hardworking janitorial staff who 
strive to support their families by cleaning his corporate offieces. They humbly do their jobs and donôt expect a 
high five. The exec and Pharisee seem to thrive on self-importance and on their temporal, temporary triumphs. 
The operative word here: temporary. 
 

Whatôs the payoff for judging and comparing yourself with others? Does mentally or verbally putting others 
down, making them ñlessò in your eyes, make you feel better? Perhaps this is schadenfreude? Our retired Villa 
SSJ says itôs a waste of time, and more significantly, a waste of grace.  
 

Comparisons or judginess is fear-based. Yet, this spiritual handicap is a Mirror of Blessing. Itôs Godôs way of 
helping you see and know things about yourself, your choices, behaviors, and priorities. Godôs trying to get your 
attention and invite you to make changes in yourself, by what you find repulsive in others. It takes courage to 
look into The Mirror of Blessing. So pray for courage and humility to see and change what you observe. Ask 
God to transform you to become more Christlike than  
 

The janitors and the tax collector are our teachers. Their humility is a most-needed virtue. Humble, (humus) 
means, of the earth, of dirt. ñRemember you are dust and to dust...ò is a reality check when ego, bragging, com-
paring yourself to others, is embedded in your heart. This myopic view is spiritual, hindering handicap.  
 

Comparisons or judginess is fear-based. Yet, this spiritual handicap is a Mirror of Blessing. Itôs a grace to help 
you see and know things about yourself, your choices, behaviors, and priorities. Godôs trying to get your atten-
tion and invite you to make changes in yourself in what you find repulsive in others. It take courage to look into 
The Mirror of Blessing. So pray for courage and humility to see and change what you observe. Ask God to 
transform you to be more Christlike than pharisaical.  
 

Hypocrite comes actor. The Pharisee acts as if he honors his faithôs Tradition while judging others. Jesus said 
those who hold Tradition over God are hypocrites. Behind the mask of Tradition, is the hidden feeling of inade-
quacy. Wearing the mask of position, the exec and the Pharisee assert their power, influence and authority. They 
hope their position enables them to do what pleases them and enhances their lives. This mask is self-destructing. 
When itôs gone, their true pretense is revealed: selfishness. As Halloween approaches, commit to removing all 
your masks that hinder spiritual growth.   
 
Admittedly, there is a pharisee and tax collector in all of us. What is needed is humility and a prayer life that 
graces you to stop making comparisons and, instead, choose to love inclusively, i.e., be more Christlike. 
 
 

 

             Godôs blessings, 
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