
 

4thSunday of Easter 
April  30, 2023 



 

 

 St. Stephen là gia đình của bạn! 

Chúng tôi rất may mắn bạn đang ở đây! 

Cha Long sẽ ở St. Stephen 

Ngày 7 tháng 5 năm 2023 

để cử hành thánh lễ với bạn 

bằng tiếng Việt. 

Lên kế hoạch tham dự và mời gia đình 

gia đình và bạn bè của bạn đến tham dự! 

Nếu bạn có câu hỏi nào, 

nói chuyện với Hạnh. 

  

Ngày 5 tháng 2, 2:00p



 

Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace, 

pray for us! 

Thank you so much !! 

APR Instant potatoes 

MAY Dry pasta 

JUN Jelly 

Our goal is to raise $50,000. If 
200 people raise $250 each we
make our goal. We look forward 
to our time with you

Arroz con pollo 

 Youth Group / 
Confirmation 

&  
TRI-C CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRIES 

IT’S A GREAT TIME!! 
“SPRING CLEAN”!! 
SET ASIDE ITEMS 

YOU WISH TO DONATE 
to our 

YARD SALE 
THIS SUMMER on 

JULY 29, 2023 
FAMILY LIFE CENTER 

 

Donations do not include 
clothing, and other items  

to be listed  
in upcoming bulletins. 

From SSJ Chapter Statement: 

“...to treasure and  
care for the Earth.” 

S. Joan is a retired friend in residence 
at our St. Joseph Villa.  

Recently she’s taken up writing poetry 
as a hobby she shares with us. 



2023 Year of Grace                                             3rd Sunday Easter ~ April 23, 2023 

 

 Reflecting and Acting on The Word    
 

In your life, which sheepgate leads to Jesus? 
 

  Readings    https://bible.usccb.org/ 

Morning Church! 
 

Like me, you probably never spend any time thinking of sheep. There are 

noted phrases, like The Lost Sheep, The Black Sheep of the Family, or 

The Sheepish One. Sheep seem to be identified the way none of us 

would like to be. You may never consider a Sheep as a desirable 

title. Jesus would surely disagree. 
 

Sheep can teach you a great deal about the spiritual life. They have a 

strong sense of living community. Their flock is always together for 

protection,  comfort and nurture.  

 
When you hear the word “sheep” do you envision a whole flock grazing in a field, not a single 

sheep standing alone? Sheep stand, graze, and move together as one. They favor interdepend-

ence over independence, connection over separation. Baptism makes you part of the Blessed 

Flock, the Body of Christ. All of us are tethered together in faith in the Christian Community. 
 

Sheep are keen listeners. They have to be in order to distinguish the dangerous sounds from 

the safe ones, the voice of their shepherd from the imposter, the robber or the thief. In our rau-

cous world you are bombarded by a cacophony of auditory and visual stimuli. Most days it is 

difficult to discern what continues to contribute to your spiritual indifference and deafness, 

from what will foster your growth in faith. 
 

Listening requires the ability to distinguish and respond to what is authentic and life-giving 

for your faithjourney. A good start on learning to listen is committing to daily prayer. Prayer 

is the soul’s teacher, the soul’s mentor, the soul’s ear. Prayer graces you to hear to The Divine 

Shepherd’s voice. Listening to the Shepherd is not enough. Listening and following his voice 

is crucial. Not listening and following the Shepherd puts you at risk of being devoured by the 

feral wolves of consumerism, self-absorption, and entitlement.   

 

It is impossible to find The Sheepgate of everlasting life on your own. It’s a journey that will 

require you to follow the voice of  the Good Shepherd and to stay committed to your Christian 

Community at St. Stephen. Rugged individualism puts you at a great disadvantage. It’s a risk 

that leads to ruin.  

 

Jesus alone is the Sheepgate and the Good Shepherd. Jesus alone is The Way home. Jesus 

alone is the Voice that leads you to live your faith generously, authentically, and peacefully. 

Jesus alone is the Sheepgate. This Gate is The Way to green pastures and the restful waters of 

a Baptism well-lived.  
 

               God’s blessings 



Pope Francis Walking the Word 

  

30 +Kathy & Ray Hyer          +Judy Tymko 

07 Deceased members of Langlois & Watson families 

+Bob Gochnauer 

14 All Mothers living and deceased 

21 +Tom Lux 

28 St. Stephen Parishioners’ Intentions 

S. Susan Hurlbrink, S.S.J.  

born to eternal life April 22, 2023  

in the 68th year of her religious life 

M     A     Y 

01 Feast of St. Joseph the Worker 

02 Communion Service, 12:15p 

06 Baptism prep for parents, St. J, 9a 

07 5th Sun Easter 

08 Ladies Guild, 5p 

09 Communion Service, 12:15p 

14 6th Sun Easter; FFF after Mass   

15 Give blood Elkin Rescue Squad 1:30-6p 

16 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministerial Association, 12N 

17 RCIA, 6:45p 

18 Wise Ones TBA 
Wedding: Army Captain Michael Dimeo  
                          & Sophia Fioretino 

20 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

21 Feast: Ascension  

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 

28 Feast: Pentecost 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 

PLEASE SIGN UP 
HOUSEHOLD PHOTOS  

01 Emilio Lopez 

      Phillip Parish 

02 Cecilia Martinez 

04 Samantha Ange 

     Guillermo Lara 

Jesus is not only the gate, he is also the way, the path to follow on our journey...there are many paths 

that we can follow, some perhaps more advantageous than others in getting ahead, but they are misleading, 

they are not real: they are false. The only path is Jesus. 

Jesus said : 'I am the gate', 'I am the path' who gives life to us. Simple. 
 

It is a beautiful gate, a gate of love...a gate that does not deceive… 

It always leads us to the truth...with tenderness and love. Sometimes we are tempted too much 

to be our own bosses and not humble children and servants of the Lord.  
 

This is the temptation to look for other gates or other windows to enter the Kingdom of God. 

We can only enter by the gate whose name is Jesus. We can only enter by that gate which leads 

to a path that is called Jesus and brings to a life whose name is Jesus. 

All those who do something else - who try to enter 

through the window, are 'thieves and robbers'.  

04 Christian Ouellette  
08 Matt Norman 
11 Antonio Crispin 
     Maddox LaCashio 
15 Ron Berryman 
     Luis Angel Lopez 
  






