
 

Feast of the Ascension 
May 21, 2023 





 

 

 

 
During the month of June, 

St. Stephen Churches  
& St. John the Baptist de LaSalle  
are taking up a special collection  

of diapers to support  
Catholic Charities Wee Care Ministry.   

This ministry provides assistance 
to help families with small children.   

The ministry needs boxed diapers in all sizes,  

especially sizes 3 to 7.   
Catholic Charities is very grateful  

to the parishioners for their generosity  
to those most in need.   

Please bring donated items to the church  

Sundays, 
June 4, 11, 18 & 25 



 

Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace, 

pray for us! 

Thank you so much !! 

MAY Dry pasta 

JUN Jelly 

since Jan, 2023 

(Subject to change) 

  

Donations do not include:  

Clothing 
Unframed glass 

Opened paint cans 
Large appliances 

Cribs or baby equipment 

 

IT’S A GREAT TIME!!  “SPRING CLEAN”!! 

SET ASIDE ITEMS YOU WISH TO DONATE 

ST. S YARD SALE  ~   JULY 29, 2023 

Books without covers 
Large or CRT televisions 

Building supplies 
Broken items 
Dirty items 

Yard sales proceeds will be directed towards  
a parish need or charity. 

Last year the proceeds went towards our new church roof. 

 
“We admire elephants  

in part because they demonstrate  
what we consider the finest human traits: 

empathy, self-awareness, 
and social intelligence.  

But the way we treat them  
puts on display 

the very worst of human behavior.”  
– Graydon Carter  



2023 Year of Grace     Feast of the Ascension ~ May 21, 2023 

 

 Reflecting and Acting on The Word    

How invested are you  

in your faith community at St. Stephen? 

   Readings    https://bible.usccb.org/ 

Morning Church! 
 
Someone once said trust gives birth to courage. Trust 
rises in the heart and evokes courageous action. It 
births an uncrushable joy and a resilient hope. The 
First Followers had complete trust in Jesus and his 

mission: to proclaim God’s KINdom. Though Jesus 
died, his message and ministry could not be killed.   
 

The KINdom of God is all about the Community of 
Believers holding fast to Christ’s truth, trusting in him 

and trusting in their KINship of in him. As a visible 

sign of the KINdom as they tried to be of one heart and 
mind. The “eyes of their hearts were enlightened”, so 
they “knew the hope” that belongs to Christ’s  call. 
 

KINdom is not a typo. It’s a term that defines a faith 
community who completely trusts in and commits 
their lives to Jesus, to discipleship, and to each other. 
Even in his visible absence, they trusted in every 
promise he made, because he kept every promise he 
made.  
 

The KINdom is reflected in missionary activity of 
Christ’s disciples. Their sense of urgency drove them  

to proclaim The KINdom of God throughout the 
world. Like them, you are asked to do the same as you 
“travel” into the Unfamiliar or Uncomfortable each 

day. Your KINship with the Community of Believers, 
gives you strength to trust and be courageous.   
 
The root of travel is travail. Experiences take you 
“places” you wouldn’t choose to go. As you go out 
into the world, make disciples, teach, and baptize in 
Jesus’ Name, you will encounter some road blocks, 
and have to take risks. Your trust in Jesus and staying 

rooted in his mission KINdom and the KINship of your 
faith community will sustain you.    
 
Along your way, you will encounter countless Hellos 
and Good-byes. Letting go and beginning again is an 
act of pure trust and faith. You are just visiting here. 
This is not your Home. 
 

+     +    + 
 

For the disciples, the Ascension became a powerful 
opportunity to anchor their trust in Christ 

and in hope to which they were called.   
Ascension offers you the same opportunity. 

 

Proclaiming Christ’s KINdom is the 
universal mission of the Church. You are  

The Church and this mission is entrusted to you.  
 

The Feast of the Ascension calls you to trust, 

to proclaim The KINdom of God. Draw strength 
from Jesus as you celebrate this feast  

and its promise:  
those who trust in him will ascend in hope.  

 

Trust Jesus and give your heart to him. 
Follow his itinerary,  

The Way he set for you to follow.  
Let trust give birth to your courage 

to go where Jesus sends you  
to serve your Dear Neighbor.  

 

The Spirit of Jesus is always with you 
and guides you on The Way.   

 

         God’s blessings 

TRUST  
and 

ASCEND. 

Blessing ~ Jan Richardson 
 

        In the leaving 
        in the letting go 
        let there be this 
        to hold onto 
        at the last: 
 

        the enduring of love 
        the persisting of hope 
        the remembering of joy 
 

        the offering of gratitude 
        the receiving of grace 
        the blessing of peace. 



  

21 +Tom Lux   +Sue Fernandez 

28 St. Stephen Parishioners’ Intentions 

04 Fr. John ~ 40th Anniversary 

M     A     Y 

21 Feast: Ascension  
Family Faith Formation Family Brunch 

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 

  17 RCIA, 6:45p 

28 Feast: Pentecost 
“Wear  Red “ Day 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 
28 Diego Carreon 
30 Alex Lara 
     Brian Lopez 
31 Hilda Lopez 

21 Lupe & Ray Hernandez 
22 Rosa & Juan Islas 
28 Theresa & Phil Martin 
30 Joyce & Aaron Kelly 

21 Luz Hernandez 

23 Aymes Davis 
23 Jonathan Ramirez 
25 Crystal Mejia 
26 Lila Keller 

S. St. Rose Dwyer, S.S.J. (98) 

Born December 18, 1925  

Born to eternal life May 17, 2023  

in the 82nd year of her religious life 
 

Please pray for... 

S. Joan Blair, S.S.J. (84) 

Born April 17, 1938  

Born to eternal life May 19, 2023  

in the 67th year of her religious life 
 

WATSON’S FLORIST  

for providing  

Mother’s Day flowers last weekend. 

God bless you real good! 






