
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 2, 2023 



 

 
During the month of June, 

St. Stephen Churches & St. John the Baptist de LaSalle  
are taking up a special collection of diapers to support  

Catholic Charities Wee Care Ministry.   
This ministry provides assistance to help families with small children.   
The ministry needs boxed diapers in all sizes, especially sizes 3 to 7.   

Catholic Charities is very grateful to the parishioners for their generosity!   
Please bring donated items to the church Sundays, June 4, 11, 18 & 25 

Kindness 
is a firm and 

persevering intention 
to always will 

the good of others, 
even the stranger, 

the unfriendly. 

July Almsgiving 
Jello or Jello pudding 

What Some Endure to Gain Freedom 
For to be free is not merely  

to cast off one’s chains,  
but to live in a way that respects 

and enhances the freedom of others. 
 

~ Nelson Mandela 
 

Mandela spent 27 years in prison and doing hard 
labor because he protested aparthied (apartness) 

in the British Commonwealth of S. Africa  ~   

a country with an Afrikaan 93% majority 

and white 3% minority. 

Once released, he continued to work with W.F. 
deKlerk, president of S. Africa. 

Mandela began a national movement 

to end aparthied and to form a new. 

democratic government in Sourth Africa. 

After 46 year of apartheid, “apartness”,  

the Afrikaans gained their freedom April 27, 1994  
 

On May 1o, 1994, Nelson Mandela, 

at the age of 77, was inaugurated  

South Africa’s first black president. 
 

Although the ANC, mndela’s party,  

gained a majority vote, they formed the  

Government of National Unity (GNU),  

headed with Mandela as president and  

W.F. deKlerk as First Deputy. 

http://www.sahistory.org.za/article/south-african-government-national-unity-gnu-%E2%80%93-1994-%E2%80%93-1999


 

Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace, 

pray for us! 
  

Thank you so much !! 

JUN Jelly 

since Jan, 2023 

(Subject to change until we do) 

  

Donations do not include:  

Clothing 
Unframed glass 

Opened paint cans 
Large appliances 

Cribs or baby equipment 

 

IT’S A GREAT TIME!!  “SPRING CLEAN”!! 

SET ASIDE ITEMS YOU WISH TO DONATE 

ST. S YARD SALE  ~   JULY 29, 2023 

Books without covers 
Large or CRT televisions 

Building supplies 
Broken items 
Dirty items 

Yard sales proceeds will be directed towards  

a parish need or charity. 

Last year the proceeds went towards our new church roof. 





2023 Year of Grace     13th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ July 2, 2023 

 

 Reflecting and Acting on The Word   ~  HEARTwork    

How receptive and present am I when approached by my Neighbors, especially  

those I deem as The Different, The Outsiders, The Untouchables? 

How aware am I that I am the visible presence of the invisible God? 
 

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/ 

 

  
  
  

Morning Church! 
 

Fifty years ago, my dear friend, Jean Conte, gave me 
a statue for Final Vow. The statue is called, 
“Adsum.” meaning Present or Here I Am.  
 

Being present and receptive is a desired grace for my 
sacred faithjourney. Our pilgrimage home to God is 
definitely no sprint. It is a marathon! It is very crucial 
to be spiritually conscious and open to God and you 
Dear Neighbor. Is this a desired, mentoring grace for 
your trek Home? 
 
 

For the past three Sundays, Adsum showed through a 
willingness to Set the Table of your heart for others; 
laboring with Christ to yield a rich harvest; and fear-
lessly serving as God’s prophet as you live the gospel 
in word and deed.  
 

Today, the image of Adsum is made visible in The 
Shunammite Woman (2Kings). This faithful, Unnamed 
Woman remained steadfast, present, and receptive to 
God’s grace. She recognized God’s visitation in the 
prophet, Elisha. She created space in her heart and 
home for him and he, in turn, blessed her in God’s 
Name, by the birth of a son.  
 
 

The Shunammite Woman’s receptivity created space 
for God’s Word proclaimed by Elisha. This grace 
mentored her heart. Her faith and willingness led her 
to take a risk and receive Elisha into her home. Her 
example invites you to do the same for your Dear 
Neighbor. Who stands at the door of your heart and 
asks you to be receptive to God’s Word in them?   

What mentoring grace do you desire 
at this time of your journey?   

  

Like Elisha, The Unnamed Shunammite Woman had a 
sense of being sent by God, too. Surely Elisha is not the 
only traveler whom she blessed with room, board and 
protection.  
 

Her receptivity to God and others is her life pattern and 
attitude.Today, she is your visible Adsum, and asks you:  
 

How service-focused are you? 
 

How well do you listen to or resist 
God’s prophetic voice in others? 

 

Do you reckon your voice 
more or less sacred than other voices? 

 
 

Being present and receptive, welcoming others, mainly 
in those you call The Stranger or The Others, is a graced, 
costly, risk-taking choice. It costs your ego to receive 
and accept God’s Word in others.  
 

Their presence dares you to stop judging every person or 
group that may make you feel uncomfortable or that you 
deem as radically different from you.      
 .  

In today’s gospel, Jesus says emphatically, 
“Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me 

and The One who sent me.” 

 

At the Communion procession,  
you walk to the altar with empty hands.  

You return to your place with the Body and Blood 
of Christ in you! 

When your Dear Neighbors come to you,  
do they leave with a sense of God’s presence 

because they encountered  
God in your receptivity to them?   

 

Be present. Be receptive.  
Be the visible presence of the invisible God. 

Adsum. 
 

Thank you, Jean Conte,  
for your graced presence and receptivity. 

 

Thank you for being the visible presence 
of the invisible God. 

 

                     God’s blessings,  



  

02 +Charles & Carol McQuade 

09 +Judy Tymko 

16 St. Stephen Parishioners 

02  13th Sun OT

04 

09  

11 

 15 Men’s Group    Breakfast Time, 8:30a 

16 15th Sun OT 

17 

18 

19 RCIA, 6:45p 

20 Wise Ones Luncheon, 1p 
Cedarbrook C.C.  Host:  Karen Gochnauer 

22 

Elkin Presbyterian Church, 10a 

Sponsored by Ministerial Association 

23 16th Sun OT 

25  Communion Service, 12:15p 

30 17th Sun OT 

31 Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

S. Ellen Casey, S.S.J.  

Born January 6, 1941  

Born to eternal life June 29, 2023  

in the 64th year of her religious life 

14 Dianne & Andy Crawford  16 Pauline & Fred Sener 

22 Ashley  & Aymes Davis,  Jacquie & John Darcey 

31 Cindy Whitley & Ozzie Martinez 

02 Jorge Lopez  

04 David Serafin 

     Janis McQuade 

06 Alejandro Garcia      

      Bryan Wagoner 

08 Isidro Rodriguez 

11 Julia Mantero 

12 Ofelia Nava 

13 Lesly Crispin 

18 Eileen Ouellette 

29 Joyce Kelly 

22 Barb DeJohn 

     Joepeh Maritinez 

24 Kevin Robinson 

26 Lorriaine Benfanti 

     Frank Simon 

29 Julian Espino 

31 Orlando Trinadad 

T h a n k   y o u… 
...to all who volunteered after Mass to fix the kneelers on Sunday...to Leo Ouellette, 

who fixed them  & rehung the hymn board…We appreciate all y’alls offers and help! 

 ...to our Music Director, Theresa Martin, our choir, & cantors, Mary Harper, Theresa 

Martin, Beth. John & Marcus and Maggie Orta, and Peggy Reikowsky...and to all our 

Liturgical Minsiters who graciously share their loving presence among us...  

You bless us, God bless you! 






