
 







 

A Prayer for the Easter Season: April 2 ~ May 24, 2026 

As we celebrate the Divine Truth of Resurrection,  

let us  pray for the courage of our Risen Savior and  

the First Followers to live our faith with conviction... 

 Prayer for Conscience and Courage  
 

Loving God, 

lead us beyond ourselves 

to care and protect, 

to nourish and shape, 

to challenge and energize 

both the life and the world 

You have given us. 

God of light and God of darkness, 

God of conscience and God of courage 

lead us through this time 

of spiritual confusion  

and public uncertainty.  

Lead us beyond fear, 

apathy and defensiveness to new hope 

in You and to hearts full of faith. 

Give us the conscience it takes 

to comprehend what we’re facing, 

to see what we’re looking at 

and to say what we see 

so that others, hearing us, 

may also brave the pressure that comes 

with being out of public step. 

Give us the courage we need 

to confront those things 

that compromise our consciences 

or threaten our integrity. 

Give us, most of all, 

the courage to follow those before us 

who challenged wrong and changed it, 

whatever the cost to themselves. 

In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 

 Blessings!! 

2026 First Communicants: 
 

May 10 

Emiliano Mata Reyes 

Giovanny Mariano Mejia 

Andy Trinidad Villalon 
 

May 17 

Andy Carmona Hernandez 

Milan Carmona Hernandez 

Jusselly Mayo Arroyo 

Marlene Mayo Arroyo 
 

May 24 

America Lopez Segura 
 

May 31 

Luz Hernandez Reyes 

Sergio Hernandez Campechano 

Daniella Trejo Chavez 

The Newest Members 
of Our Community 

 

Belva Mary Billings 

Gregory Joseph Billings 

Israel James Moses Lynch 

Brittany Kursten Teresa Reece 

Francis Ritz 



PRAY the ROSARY DAILY 

...for peace and leaders of nations;  

... for the end to all bombings, 

a peaceful and just end 

to these wars, and all wars… 

& the violence in Mexico... 

Thank you so much !!  

PRAY FOR AN END 
TO VIOLENCE, 

ESPECIALLY GUN VIOLENCE 

Pledge:   Give over time until December 31, 2026 
One-time Gift:  use the DSA envelopes and make a one-time gift. 
Online Gift:   charlottediocese.org/dsa 
Stock Donation: charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 
IRA Contribution:  charlottediocese.org/ways-to-give 

You are invited to our Open Table 

4:30-6:30pm 

Third Thursdays  ~  NO COST 

FBC Elkin   110 Gwyn Avenue 

(336) 835-1998   /   www.elkinfbc.com 

Apr. 16 Jul.16 Oct. 15 

May 21 Aug. 20 Nov. 19 

Jun. 18 Sept. 17 Dec. 17 

April 
Financial Stewardship 

Weekly Budget Monthly 

$3000.00 $12,000.00 

 $11,809.00 

 - $191.00 

St. Stephen  DSA  

Assessment $10,959.00 

Paid $2480.00  

Donors 11 

Balance $8479 



2026 año de gracia                        24 mayo de 2026                                                             

¡Buenos días, Iglesia! 
    

Leí una historia del Padre Bill Bausch que parece encajar a la perfección con Pentecostés. El Padre Bill relató que, por 
temor a su propia muerte, los discípulos y otros cien seguidores se mantenían ocultos, tras puertas cerradas. 
 

Jesús no se vio impedido por esas puertas cerradas y realizó una aparición sorpresa. Los discípulos quedaron atónitos. 
Su comportamiento durante la semana anterior había consistido en traiciones, negaciones y en haber abandonado a 
Jesús para que siguiera su camino y muriera en soledad. Este grupo de fracasados, avergonzados, se había refugiado 
tras puertas cerradas. 
 

Jesús salió a su encuentro en medio de su debilidad; ignoró las puertas cerradas y se situó entre ellos con un espíritu de 
paz y perdón. Les ofreció una segunda oportunidad y la promesa del Espíritu Santo. 
 

Tom se estaba muriendo de SIDA. Sus padres, literalmente, lo encerraron bajo llave en su habitación del piso de arriba. 
Se hicieron cargo de sus necesidades básicas hasta que su estado de salud exigió su hospitalización. 
 

Aunque todos lo describían como una persona generosa, amable y atenta a los demás, Tom temía haberse convertido en 
un fracaso. Luchaba contra oleadas de desesperación. 
 

Le pidió a su pastor que contactara a una buena amiga suya, Anna, a quien había evitado durante dos años. Cuando An-
na entró en su habitación del hospital, las lágrimas brotaron incontenibles. Tom le pidió perdón a Anna, y ella lo per-
donó de inmediato. Ambos se reencontraron antes de que él falleciera. 
 

Esta es una historia de Pentecostés. Las puertas de los corazones de Tom y Anna se abrieron por fin. Pentecostés es una 
historia sobre estar abiertos al Espíritu de Jesús, permitir que el Espíritu nos transforme y nos envíe a vivir y a predicar 
a Cristo Crucificado y Resucitado.  
 
 

       Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

          En el Uno, somos uno, en ComUNIDAD, 
 
 

Lo que el fuego otorga 

Una bendición para 

el día de Pentecostés 

 Jan Richardson 

Solo consumió, 
solo devoró, 
solo tomó para sí, 
dejando apenas ceniza 
y el recuerdo 
de algo 
que habías creído — 
si no permanente— 
que duraría lo suficiente, 
que perduraría lo bastante 
como para ser casi 
eterno. 
  
Así que, cuando sentiste 
el abraso en tus labios, 
el ardor en tu corazón, 
no pudiste — 
al principio— creer 
que la llama pudiera ser 
tan generosa; 
que, al llegar a ti — 
a ti, envuelto en cilicio 
y aflicción—, 
no viniera 
a consumir, 
a arrebatar aún más 
que el todo. 

Lo que más te sorprendió 
no fueron las sílabas 
que brotaron de 
tu boca escaldada, 
estupefacta — 
aunque aquello ya era milagro 
suficiente: 
que las palabras 
ardieran a través 
de lo que había estado entumecido; 
hallar tu lengua 
en llamas con un lenguaje 
que no sabías 
que conocías — 
  
no; lo que llegó 
como el mayor de los dones 
fue ser tan escuchado 
en el lugar 
de tu silencio 
más profundo; 
ser tan visto 
en medio del resplandor; 
ser acogido 
con tal plenitud 
por aquello que el fuego 
otorga. 



2026 Year of Grace                                                                                                                                                May 24, 2026 

Morning, Church! 
  

I read a story by Fr. Bill Bausch that seems a perfect fit for Pentecost. Fr. Bill said for fear of their own demise, the dis-
ciples and 100 other followers were in hiding ~ behind closed doors. 
 
Jesus is not thwarted by their closed doors, and makes a surprise appearance. The disciples were stunned.  Their behav-
ior the past week: betrayals, denials, and leaving Jesus to go it alone and die alone. This Bunch of Failures were shamed 
into hiding behind closed doors. 
 
Jesus sought them out in their weakness, ignored the closed doors and stood among them in the spirit of peace and for-
giveness. He offered them a Second Chance and the promise of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

Tom was dying of AIDS. His parents literally locked him in his upstairs bedroom. They took care of his basic needs 
until he had to be hospitalized. Although everyone described him as generous, kind, and attentive to others, Tom feared 
he’d become a failure. He struggled with waves of despair. 
 
He asked his pastor to contact his good friend. Anna, whom avoided for two years. When Anna entered his hospital 
room, the tears flowed. Tom apologized to Anna and she quickly forgave him. The two were reunited before his death. 
 
This is a Pentecost story. The doors of Tom and Anna’s hearts were finally open. Pentecost is a story about being open 
to the Spirit of Jesus, allowing the Spirit to transform us and send us out to live and preach Christ Crucified and Risen. 
 

                                   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

            In the One, we are one...in CommUNITY,  

You had thought that fire 
only consumed, 
only devoured, 
only took for itself, 
leaving merely ash 
and memory 
of something 
you had thought, 
if not permanent, 
would be long enough, 
enduring enough, 
to be nearly 
eternal. 
  
So when you felt 
the scorch on your lips, 
the searing in your heart, 
you could not 
at first believe 
that flame could be 
so generous, 
that when it came to you — 
you, in your sackcloth 
and sorrow — 
it did not come 
to consume, 
to take still more 
than everything. 
  
 
 
 
 

What surprised you most 
were not the syllables 
that spilled from 
your scalded, 
astonished mouth — 
though that was miracle 
enough, 
to have words 
burn through 
what had been numb, 
to find your tongue 
aflame with a language 
you did not know 
you knew — 
  
no, what came 
as greatest gift 
was to be so heard 
in the place 
of your deepest 
silence, 
to be so seen 
within the blazing, 
to be met 
with such completeness 
by what the fire 
gives. 

What the Fire Gives 

A Blessing for 

Pentecost Day 

 Jan Richardson 



  

03 +Michael A. Garwood, Sr. 

10 All Mothers, living & deceased; +Helen Purcell 
MacKenzie  &  McKinley Orta 

+Richard Bernabe 

17 +Damian Whitsonant       +Georgette & William Dyer 

24 +Grace Jenkins 

01 Emilio Lopez 
      Phillip Parrish 
02 Cecelia Martinez 
04 Samantha Ange 
      Memo Lara 
      Christian Ouellette 
08 Matt Norman 
09 Francis Ritz 
15 Ron Berryman 
      Luis Lopez 

20 Lizette Hernandez 
21 Luz Hernandez 
23 Aymes Davis 
     Morgan Orta 
     Jonny Ramirez 
25 Ana Karen Carmona 
27 Lila Keller 
28 Diego Carreon 
30 Alex Lara 
      Brian Lopez 
31 Hilda Lopez 

04 Rebekah & Ryan Treannie      
28  Theresa & Phil Martin 

M   A    Y 

03  5th Sun Easter
Faith Formation parents & children, after Mass 
SSJ ZOOM, 7-8:30p 

05 Communion Service, 12:15p 

06 Nurses’ Day 
OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

07 Habitat for Humanity Awards Luncheon 

10 6th Sun Easter 
Happy Mother’s Day 

11 Ladies Guild, 5p 

12 Communion Service, 12:15p 

13 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

16 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel,  8:30a 

17 Feast: Ascension 

18 Give Blood ~ Elkin Rescue Sq, 1:30-6:00p 

19 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministerial  Association, 12N 

20 OCIA, 7p;   Choir, 7p 

21 Wise Ones , 1p  Shiki’s Host: Barbara DeJohn 

24  

26 Communion Service, 12:15p 
OCIA, 2  , 6:30P 

27  OCIA, 7p;  Choir, 7p 

31 Feast: Holy Trinity Sunday 

 

 

 

If  you’re graduating from High School,   
college  or graduate school,  

please call S. Janis 
Thank you! 

IMPORTANT INVITATION  

ALL ADULT & CONFIRMED YOUTH 

St. Stephen needs your help in the service  of Liturgical Ministries: 
Acolytes, Greeter/Ushers,  Eucharistic Ministers, 

Proclaimers/ Readers, Altar Linens 
 

There is a Formation and Information 
for each of these ministries. 

Please consider serving your parish community. 



 

 

  



  


