
 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
January 1, 2022 



“Let justice roll down like waters, 
And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

Amos 5:24 
 

This worship service is sponsored and lead by Connections, 
a group of Elkin and Jonesville clergy who are seeking  

to dismantle racism one relationship at a time. 
 

Preaching 

Pastor Wallice Hairston 

Sister Janis McQuade SSJ 

 



 

 

 St. Stephen là gia đình của bạn! 

Chúng tôi rất may mắn bạn đang ở đây! 

Cha Long sẽ ở St. Stephen 

Chủ nhật, ngày 1 tháng 8, 2:00p 

để cử hành thánh lễ với bạn 

bằng tiếng Việt. 

Lên kế hoạch tham dự và mời gia đình 

gia đình và bạn bè của bạn đến tham dự! 

Nếu bạn có câu hỏi nào, 

nói chuyện với Hạnh. 



 

 Reflecting and Acting on The Word   
 

How do you serve as a mother of God, promoting and nurturing life? 
 

How will you do this within St. Stephen Faith Community and beyond this coming year?     
  

Readings    https://bible.usccb.org/ 

~ Meister Eckhart 

Morning Church! 
 

Above is a the front cover of the Christmas card sent by 
our SSJ Leadership Team. Its message is the message 
of today’s Feast of Mary, the Mother of God. 
 

To be a mother of and for God has nothing to do with 
offering nine months of your life to swollen discomfort,  
mood and food swings, or sleepless nights. Mothering 
with and for God is not based on gender. It is based on 
your faith and capacity for sacrifice, hope, trust, and to 
be faithful, courageous, and committed. 
 
Never having been a mother or lived the experiences of 
pregnancy, labor and delivery, does not eliminate you 
from carrying out the mission and ministry of serving 
as God’s Mother-like presence. In the spiritual realm 
among Neighbors you encounter, the members of your 
family, friends, workers, and those you may even call 
Strangers, are many opportunities to birth Christ’s life. 
 
Today, I received from an Ararat, NC mother, asking 
for help with her oil bill. The woman said all her other 
bills were paid this month. Our recent cold snap really 
set her back, so she wanted some help with this bill. 
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The woman said she’s called every church in Surry 
County, regardless of their demonination. She’d called 
Tri-County Ministries here and Outreach Ministries in 
Pilot Mountain. Neither ministries pay oil bills; and the 
other churches didn’t answer or hung up on her.  
 
Also, area charities had just completed their Giving 
Tree Outreach programs, so all the wells  “were dry”.   
 
“What about your church?”, I asked. Her own church 
had just replaced the living room and kitchen floors of a 
church member who’s a quadriplegic. They, too, were 
unable to help her at this time. 
 
She’d called dozens of agencies and churches and felt 
grateful she called St. S because, even though I couldn’t 
help her, she appreciated being heard. She said that I’d 
helped her just be being kind and not hanging up on 
her. Of course she has an open invite to St. Stephen!  
 

Remember, someone’s always needing to be birthed, 
listened to, assured, comforted, encouraged, 

and mothered in God’s Name.   
 

Every conversation like this 
is your invite to be and do  

what’s you’ve always been meant to be and do: 
to serve as God’s a spiritual dula for everyone. 

 
You are called to keep vigil 

with those still in “labor” or going through  
an agonizing “delivery” beyond a loss,  

a death, a divorce, a breakup,  
an addiction, or an relentless illness.   

 

Listen with understanding, and be present. 
There’s new life in it for you, as well! 

 

This inside of the SSJ Chrismas card says: 
 

May the celebration of God’s birth 
inspire you to seek new ways 

of bringing God’s love to the world. 
 

Being God’s Mother is your soul power! 
 

                Blessed New Year! 



J  A  N  U  A  R  Y 

 
01       Feast Mary, Mother of God  ~  Mass ~ 

9:00a 

03 Communion Service, 12:15p 

04 RCIA, 6:45p 

07 Baptism Prep, St. J, 9a 

08 Feast: Epiphany       FFF 10:30-11:45a 

10 Communion Service, 12:15p 

11 RCIA, 6:45p 

15 2nd Sun OT     NO FFF 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Community Prayer Service, 3p 
New Beginnings United Methodist Ch, Jonesville 

16 MLK, Jr. Holiday 

17 Communion Service, 12:15p 

18 RCIA, 6:45p 

19 ? Wise Ones, TBA 

21 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

22 3rd Sun OT 
FFF 10:30-11:45a 

23 RCIA, 4:00-5:30p 

24 Communion Service, 12:15p 

25 RCIA, 6:45p 

29 4th Sun OT   FFF 10:30-11:45a 

30 St. Stephen Church Dedication Jan. 30, 1956 

31 Communion Service, 12:15p 

  

01/01 St. Stephen Parishioners 
+Joseph W. Carboy       Tom Lux 

08 +Phil Altemueller 
+Mary Hinson 

+Joe Edward Sloan 

01 Minnie & Julian Espino 

02 Mary & Barry Blackburn 

20 Isabella Estrada 
      Cecilia Jones  
21 Ines Trejo 
22 Sonia Rodriguez 
23 Lou Stackhouse 
25 Braulio Mata 
30 Marta Lopez 
31 Dolores Spicer 

03 Alayna Faw 
09 Joshua Baskey 
10 Anahi Parral 
11 Rosa Parral 
13 Luis Martinez 
16 Jenny Ardizzola 
      Barry Blackburn 
      Epi Cortez 

Please remember in prayer: 
 

Tom Lux 

June Spelman 

 
 

 Joseph Aloisius Ratzinger  

Pope Benedict XVI 
 

Born: 

April 16, 1927 

Marktl, Germany 
 

 

Born to Eternal Life: 

December 31, 2022 

Monastero Mater Ecclesiæ, Vatican City 

Think of the year 
as a house: 
door flung wide 
in welcome, 
threshold swept 
and waiting, 
a graced spaciousness 
opening and offering itself 
to you. 

 

Let it be blessed 
in every room. 
Let it be hallowed 
in every corner. 
Let every nook 
be a refuge 
and every object 
set to holy use. 

Here 
let them find their rest 
and let them find their soothing 
and let them find their place 
and let them find their delight. 
 

And may it be 
in this house of a year 
that the seasons will spin in beauty, 
and may it be 
in these turning days 
that time will spiral with joy. 
 

And may it be 
that its rooms will fill 
with ordinary grace 
and light spill from every window 
to welcome the stranger home. 

Let it be here 
that safety will rest. 
Let it be here 
that health will make its home. 
Let it be here 
that peace will show its face. 
Let it be here 
that love will find its way. 
 

Here 
let the weary come 
let the aching come 
let the lost come 
let the sorrowing come. 
 

 

~ Jan Richardson 



 

Our Lady, 

Queen of Peace, 

pray for us! 

  

TRI-COUNTY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

! 

St. Stephen  
Monthly Donation  

 

JANUARY 
Any non-perishable 

Toiletries  
Dish or laundry soaps 

until we get our list 

New Year’s Blessing Prayer 
For Clocks, Watches 

and Calendars 
 

~ Fr. Ed Hayes 
 

(You can place your watches 
            and calendars on the table.) 

 

Christ, you who live outside of time, 
 and reside in the imperishable moment, 
 we ask  your bless on this New Year 
 upon your gift to us of time. 
 

Bless our clocks and watches, 
 you who kindly direct us to observe  
 the passing of minutes and hours.  
May they make us aware of the miracle  
 of each second of life we experience. 
May we ever be free from being clock watchers  
 an instead become time lovers. 
 

Bless our calendars, these ordered lists of days, 
 weeks, and months, of holildays,  
 holydays, fasts and feasts ~  
 all our special days of remembering. 
 

Mary these servants, our calendars,  
 once reserved for the royal few,  
 for Magi and pyramid priest,  
 now grace our homes and our lives. 
 

May they remind us of birthdays  
 and other gift-days,  
 as they teach us the secret  
 that all life is meant  
 for celebration and contemplation. 
 

Gracious God, bless this New Year,  
 each of its 365 days and nights. 
Bless us with new moons and full moons. 
Bless us with happy seasons and long life. 
 
 

 
 
Grant to us, O Christ,  
 the New Year’s gift of a Year of Love. 
             Amen.+ 



 

  
  

 




