
 

 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July  23, 2023 



 

Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace, 

pray for us! 
  

Thank you so much !! 

JUN Jelly 

  

Donations do not include:  

Clothing 

Unframed glass 

Opened paint cans 

Large appliances 

Cribs or baby equipment 

 

IT’S A GREAT TIME!!  “SPRING CLEAN”!! 

SET ASIDE ITEMS YOU WISH TO DONATE 

ST. S YARD SALE  ~   JULY 29, 2023 

Books without covers 

Large or CRT televisions 

Building supplies 

Broken items 

Dirty items 

 Sat., July 22  11:00a ~ 12:30p 

Mon., July 17    9:00 ~ 10:00a 

Wed., July 19    9:00 ~ 10:00a 

Fri., July 21    9:00 ~  10:00a 

Sun., July 23  Dropoff after Mass 

For other arrangements, call 
Aileen (336) 466-1484 



2023 Year of Grace     16th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ July 23, 2023 

 

 HEARTwork ~ Reflecting and Acting on The Word   

In what ways can you actively protect and nurture the “wheat”  

in your own heart and in the world around you? 

What is your most-practiced virtue? What is your most-practiced vice? 
 

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/ 

 

  
  
  

Morning Church!     
 

Life is bipolar, a complex network of opposite relationships. You fluidly flow back and forth in 
your bipolar heart. Your bipolar heart is best described in the parable of the weeds’ destructive, 
choking force and their opposite image, the wheat’s life-giving, abundant harvest.  
 

In today’s gospel, Jesus tells three parables to illustrate humanity’s bipolar heart. Jesus knew his 
audience. The Weeds and the Wheat, The Mustard Seed, and the Leaven/Yeast parables were 
heard by some folks who were part of the agrarian community.  
 

The Divine Storyteller flawlessly drew spiritual images for the crowd 
so they could draw their own conclusions about the Kindom of God/the Reign of God. 

 

The Weeds and the Wheat are a prime example of a spiritual bipolar heart. Your vices (weeds) 
are always present with your virtues (wheat). The Wisdom of The Divine Storyteller is evidenced 
in how accepting he accepts you, just as you are, even with your weedy, bipolar heart.  
 

In accepting you as you are, Jesus expects you to extend this same grace to others, with all their 
vices and virtues. There is no allowance for sorting, dividing, or judging others into neat little 
piles of who’s acceptable to you and who isn’t, who’s wrong and who’s right, who’s worthy or 
unworthy of your love and presence.  
 

Even with all your weediness, faults, shortcomings, and failures, Christ’s love for you is truly 
unconditional. You are not condemned for your weedy, bipolar heart. Instead, you are offered  
merciful forgiveness. In turn, Christ expects you to do the same for your Neighbors, and offer 
them the same compassion, mercy, and forgiveness so you grow together in God’s Field.  
 

Whenever Jesus encountered a sinner he offered them mercy, kindness, and compassion, not  
shunning judgment. It doesn’t take much to realize your way of separating the weeds and the 
wheat is not Christ’s Way. All will be done in Divine Time and not in your schedule.  
 

Each of us and all of us together are The Weeds and the Wheat. Accept the Divine Wisdom of 
the Storyteller whose parable perfectly describes your imperfections and God’s perfect love.  
 

       God’s blessings,     



  

23 Grandparents & Wise Ones 

30 +Francis Warren 

Pope Francis  & the Jesuit Community 

+Elizabeth Karaffa 

23 16th Sun OT       

25  Communion Service, 12:15p 

29 PARISH YARD SALE 

30 17th Sun OT 

31 Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola 

04 Paremts’s Baptism prep   St. John, 9:00a 

05 18th Sun OT 

07 Communion Service, 12:15p 

HOUSEHOLD PHOTOS 

27 Jacquie & John Darcey   

31 Cindy Whitley & Ozzie Martinez 

24 Kevin Robinson 

26 Lorriaine Benfanti 
29 Julian Espino 

31 Orlando Trinadad 

  
  

  

Almsgiving ~ 

July  Jello or Jello pudding 

Aug Small bag of flour 

Blessings & Congratulations 
Mary Blackburn! 

NC Health Care Associates’ 

2023 Clinical Leader Award 
Nominated by Paul Hammes 
CEO. Hugh Chatham Health 

FLOCKnote  
is a means to improve St. S & St. J parish communication. 

It will be utilized for sharing essential information. 

Your household will received emails or texts regarding inclement weather closings, 

changes in scheduled events, invitations to sign up for gatherings, 

or prayer request announcements for living and deceased parishioners. 

Thank you for your willingness to participate in this service 

which enables all of us to stay informed. 






