St. John Bapftiste de LaSalle Catholic Church St. Stephen Catholic Church
275 C.C. Wright School Road 101 Hawthome Road
North Wilkesboro NC 28659-9103 Elkin NC 28521-3016
(336)838-5562 (336) 835-3007
Email: Info@StTohnNC.org Email: Connect@StStephenNC.org
Website: www.StTohnNC.org Website: www.StStephenNC.org

Fy. John D. Hanic, V.F. (704) 763-2475
Rev. Mr. Harold Markle (336) 466-4173

S. Janis McQuade, S.S.J. (336) 835-4542

Fr. Jose Rebague (203) 954-7134

Mzr. Cuaubhdemoc (Temoc) Herrejon (828) 773-2353

St. John St. Stephien
Temoc Herrejon  Faith Formation S. Janis McQuade, S.S.J.  Faith Formation
Ann Stone RCIA Phillip Parrish  RCIA
Joel Evereft  Music Theresa Martin  Music

St. Stephen
4:00p Sunday 9:00a

11:15a English Communion Service
1:00p en espaiiol Tuesday, 12:15p

11:00a Holy Days 7:00p

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 3:00- 3:45p By appointment

Weicome, New Parishioners: We are s Stewardshp Community, sharing ourtime, talent, and treasure in life-giving ways.
To register and get move information: 2o to our website: www.StStephenNC.org

Sacrament Preparation (Baptism, 1% Communion, Reconcilation (Penance), or Matrimony
Call 8. Janis (336) 835-4542

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Offered for adults who desire to explore the Catholic Faith, spirituality, rites, and practices.

Sacrament of Anointing and Pastorval Care
Ifyou or someone you know is desirious of God’s healing and
would like 1o receive the sacred anointing, contact S. Jamis.

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 10, 2024




Please give today

DONATE SECURELY ONLINE

Prayer After an Election

God of all nations,

Father of the human family,

arities

we give you thanks of Charlotte

for the freedom we exercise Donate securely online:
www.ccdoc.org/helenerelief

Mail option:
Catholic Charities
Attn: Central Processing

and the many blessings
of democracy we enjoy
in these United States of America.

We ask for your protection 1233 S. Church Street

and guidance for all Charlotte NC 282034003
who devote themselves MEMO: Helene Relief Effort
tothecommongood, e rree———————
working for justice and peace REC\JCLE USED INK CARTRIDGES

at home and around the world. ot CHURCH!!
We lift up RECULCE IN THE LOBB,.

all our duly elected leaders Thank qo“!

andpublic servants, ST
those who will serve us as president, Tri-C Christian Crisis Ministries
as legislators and judges, L NOV Bar soap
those in the military : DEC Dry beans
and law enforcement. =

Heal us from our differences

and unite us, O Lord, Adult Faith Formation Opportunity
Tues., Nov. 11, 5:00p

o . St. Stephen Family Life Center

dedication, and commitment Pre-planning Your Funeral Service

to achieve liberty and justice Sister Janis

with a common purpose,

in the years ahead for all people,

and especially those *

who are most vulnerable

in our midst. ALASKA FISH DINNER
' Friday, Nov. 22
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be... 6:00p ~ Family Life Center
U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops’ Conference
SIGN UP for LIMITED SEATING

You bring the sides: small portions
of coleslaw, salad, dessert;
sweet and unsweet tea



afio de gracia

jBuenos dias, Iglesia!

Edwina Gately es autora de muchos libros, es lider de re-
tiros, directora espiritual y fundadora del Movimiento
Misionero Voluntario (1969) que envia misioneros a tres
continentes. Fundé Genesis House (1983) en Chicago, que
es una presencia de extension para mujeres en prostitu-
cion. En su libro, Soul Sisters: Women in Scripture Speak
to Women Today, ella comparte una experiencia personal
de La Mitad de la Viuda proclamada en el evangelio de
hoy y presagiada en 1 Reyes 17. Edwina trabajo como vol-
untaria durante tres afios en Uganda, en el este de Africa.
Esta es una reformulacion de una historia de ese libro.

La Viuda del Evangelio me recuerda a otra mujer. Sus ojos
eran profundos, como los de su viejo y pobre Santo Prede-
cesor. Aqui la piel, toda seca y arrugada también. La
conoci cuando vivia como misionera en Uganda, Africa
Oriental, en una ¢época turbulenta de guerras tribales que
estrangularon un pais que alguna vez fue hermoso y fértil.
El hambre y el miedo eclipsaron la tierra, dejando a su
gente temblando.
La mayoria mientras la gente se iba (riqueza y privilegios
son iguales). Algunos de nosotros nos quedamos solidarios
con las personas a las que habiamos venido a servir. Sin
embargo, fue dificil, no podiamos viajar para comprar
comida y esas cosas. Entonces no teniamos mucho. Sin
embargo, sabiamos que la gente local tenia mucho menos
que nosotros; siempre lo tuvieron. Mas aun ahora.
Un dia, mientras estaba afuera de mi casita, vi a una ancia-
na que se acercaba arrastrando los pies, agarrando un
paquete bien envuelto en hojas de platano. Ella me mir6
desde su posicion encorvada y muy encorvada. Sus ojos
eran profundos y humedos, como los de su Santo Predece-
sor. A diferencia de ella, ella no tenia monedas, solo el
paquete de platanos que me puso en las manos. Sus
palabras, susurradas en un inglés entrecortado, todavia
permanecen conmigo:

“Gracias por quedarte con nosotros”.
Luego, tropezo, sin nombre y misteriosamente, de regreso
a los arbustos desde donde se arrastro.
Intrigado, quité las hojas de platano. Alli encontré, todos
acurrucados y calentitos, un regalo, un tesoro: tres pequei-
os huevos de gallina... Todo lo que ella tenia, me lo habia
dado, aunque yo lo tenia todo. Tres huevos diminutos: una
fortuna para su pobreza.

Ella es la Acaro de la Viuda sin disfraz revelado a mi.

31st Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario ~ 10 de noviembre de 2024

(Qué debemos decir o hacer ante tanta bondad? ;Qué me
puede hacer el regalo, dado mi millén de acaros? ;Como
puedo personificar la generosidad en ese pequefio regalo
que me desafia a la grandeza? jComo te atreves, JesUs, a
desear que tu vision penetrante, tus palabras incoémodas,
me dejen luchando en tal espacio! ;Cémo te atreves, Mujer
Africana, a dejarme tus tres preciosos huevos,
agobiandome con tus tesoros!

No puedo ni abandonarlos ni olvidarlos. Tus 6vulos, como
las monedas que dio tu Santa Hermana, estan eternamente
guardados dentro de mi. Aun mas profundamente,
encerrados en mi conocimiento mas profundo estan tus
ojos, hermana. Son como luces encendidas que me llaman
a deshacerme y compartir mi generosidad, mis “huevos”, a
cambiar mis bienes acumulados por un espiritu mas rico,
transparente en sencillez, hermoso en desnudez — jpero,
oh, tan vulnerable!
(Me atrevo, hermana, a cambiar mis tesoros por un alma
empapada de gracia? ;O mis tesoros se encuentran no tan-
to en las monedas o en los huevos mismos, sino en el
deseo de conservarlos? ;Las riquezas que debo compartir
son gracias del espiritu mas que bienes de la tierra?
Son mucho mas valiosos que la plata o el oro, o las ac-
ciones y participaciones. ;|Me atrevo a cavar en mi corazon
para generar bondad, compasion y amor mas alla de las
expectativas, mas alla de la razon, para que fluya como un
rio a mi alrededor, calmando y refrescando los espacios
secos y solitarios que se mantienen ocultos en las almas
humanas? jAh, eso es todo! ;Debo volverme como Dios,
todo vacio, todo compasivo, abriendo mi corazon para der-
ramar quién soy? ;Es eso todo? ;Es eso, hermana del al-
ma? ;Me convertiré en ti?

En comunidad,

nme”

Reflexionando sobre la Palabra

(Recuerda algin momento en el que dio libre y generosamente, aunque también estaba en necesidad?
(De qué manera la generosidad de estas tres viudas
te atreves a ser mas generoso?



Year of Grace

Morning, Church!

Edwina Gately, is an author, retreat leader, spiritual di-
rector, and founder of the Volunteer Missionary Move-
ment (1969) that send missionaries to three continents.
She founded Genesis House (1983)in Chicago, an out-
reach presence for women in prostitution.

In her book, Soul Sisters: Women in Scripture Speak to
Women Today, she shares a personal experience of The
Widow’s Mite prefigured in 1Kings17 and proclaimed in
the gospel. Edwina volunteered for three years in Ugan-
da, E. Africa. The following is a retelling of one of her
stories from that book.

o

L

The Unnamed Widow in today’s gospel reminds me of
another poor woman who had deep, old eyes and skin
all dried and wrinkled, like her Holy Predecessor. I met
her when I lived as a missionary in Uganda, East Africa,
in a troubled time of tribal wars that strangled a once
lovely, fertile country. Hunger and fear eclipsed the
land, leaving its people trembling.

Most white folk left (wealth and privilege equal choice).
Some of us stayed in solidarity with the people we had
come to serve. It was hard, though, we couldn’t travel to
shop for food and stuff. So we didn’t have much. Yet
we knew that local folks had a lot less than us — they
always did — and even more so now.

One day as I stood outside my little house, I saw an old
woman shuffling towards me, clutching a package all
wrapped tightly in banana leaves. She looked up at me
from her bent and badly stooped position. Her eyes were
deep and moist, like her Holy Predecessor. Unlike her
Holy Predecessor, she had no coins, just a banana parcel
which she thrust into my hands. Her words, whispered
in broken English, remain with me still:

“Thank you for staying with us.”

Then, off she stumbled, remaining mysterious and
nameless, back into the bushes from where she crept.

Intrigued, I peeled away the banana leaves. I found, all
snuggled and warm together, a gift, a treasure — three
tiny chicken eggs...All she had, she’d given to me,
though I had all. Three tiny eggs — a fortune against her
poverty.

She is revealed to me as
the unmasked Widow’s Mite.

] Reflecting on the Word

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ November 10, 2024

What am I to say or do before such goodness? What
is the gift to do for me, given my million mites? How
can | ever personify the generosity in that little gift
that dares me to greatness? How dare you, Jesus, wish
your penetrating vision, your discomforting words,
leave me struggling in such a space! How dare you,
African Woman, leave me your three precious eggs,
weighing me down with your treasures!

I can neither abandon nor forget them. Your eggs, like
the coins your Holy Sister gave, are eternally held
within me. Even more profoundly, locked in my
deepest knowing, are your eyes, Sister. They are like
burning lights calling me to divest and share my
bounty, my “eggs”; to trade my accumulated goodies
for a richer spirit, one transparent in simplicity, lovely
in nakedness, and oh, so vulnerable!

Dare 1, Sister, trade my treasures for a grace-soaked
soul? Or are my treasures found, not so much in the
coins or eggs themselves, as in the desire to hold
them? Are the riches that I must share graces of the
spirit rather than goods of the Earth?

They are far more precious than silver or gold, or
stocks and shares. Dare I dig into my heart to bring
forth kindness, compassion, and love beyond expecta-
tion, beyond reason, to flow like a river all around
me, soothing and refreshing the dry and lonely spaces
kept hidden in human souls? Ah, that’s it! Must I be-
come as God ~ all emptying, all compassionate,
cracking open my heart to pour out who I am? Is that
it? Is that it, Soul Sister, will I become you?

In CommUNITY,

.

ae”

Recall a time when you gave freely and generously, even though you were in need, too?

In what ways does the generosity of these three Widows

dare you to be more generous?



NOVEMBER

01

All Saints Day Mass, 7p

03

All Souls Day / Dia de la Muertos
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Al

31st Sun OT
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC

05

Communion Service, 12:15p; RCIA |, 6:30p

9r 06

RCIA I, 6:30p; Choir, 7p D

10

e
Aam

32nd Sun OT
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC

11

Adult Faith Formation
Pre-planning Your Mass of Christian Burial, 5p~ FLC

12

The Chosen, 10a
Communion Service, 12:15p; RCIA |, 6:30p

15

Remembering the El Salvador Martyrs

16

Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a r

e
.

33rd Sun OT
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC

%18

Give Blood Elkin Rescue Squad, 1:30-6:00p L)
Ladies Guild, 5p EI.J

19

The Chosen, 10a
Communion Service, 12:15p; RCIA |, 6:30p

20

RCIA II, 6:30p; Choir, 7p

21

Wise Ones @ Theo’s, 1p; Jane & Rob W. hosting ﬁi

22

Alaska Fish Dinner, 6:00-8:00p, FLC ~t—-

24

Feast of Christ, King of the Universe s
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC ==

26

The Chosen, 10a
Communion Service, 12:15p; RCIA 1l, 6:30p

qF 27

RCIAII, 6:30p; Choir, 7p

28

Happy Thanksgiving! m I

NOV MASS INTENTIONS

03 +Michael W. Golden; deceased family members,
parishioners, and Sisters of St. Joseph

10| Marianne McQuade All Veterans, living and deceased

Birthdays & Anniversary ﬁ

02 Jackie Wagoner 14 Veronica Trinidad
03 Eric Barrientos 18 Ania Trejo
Barbara Rhinehart 21 Ronnie Krakovsky
04 Bill Bresse 22 America Lopez
Arelis Hadfield 18 Athena Spicer
05 Shayla Ange 24 Lupe Hernandez-Reyes

25 Victor Bustos, Jr.
26 Victor Bustos, Sr.
28 Stephen Faust

09 Debbie Parrish
10 Richard Bernabe

04 Roseamelia & Matthew Kelly 13 Ayda & Sheldon Chanes
07 Rosa & Gerardo Parral 16 Ramona & Jim Doyle

17 Epi & Julian Cortez

iMUCHAS GRACIAS!
iMANY THANKS!

...blessings and gratitude to our newest Cantor, Melia
Orta...and grateful, too, to Theresa and our faithful Choir
whose gifts enhance our worship every Sunday....to our
newest Eucharistic Ministers, Margarita, Memo Lara, and
David Serafin...Thank you!

...bendiciones y gratitud a nuestra nueva Cantora, Melia
Orta...y agradecidos, también, a Teresa y a nuestro fiel
Coro cuyos regalos realzan nuestra adoracion cada
domingo...a nuestros nuevos Ministros Eucaristicos,
Margarita, Memo Lara y David Serafin...; Gracias!

S. Barbara Glennon, SSJ
November 28, 1933 ~ November 6, 2024
73rd Year as Sister of St. Joseph

S. Anna Marie Herron, SSJ
November 6, 2024
64™ Year as Sister of St. Joseph



Answers to True or False: 1. True. 2. False. 3. False.
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