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Year of Grace               16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  ~ July 21, 2024 

Morning, Church! 
 

At Tuesday’s  Communion Service we were confronted 
by God’s call for daily conversion. God’s Word retold 
how the Prince of Darkness’ divisiveness is so visible… 
January 6, 2021’s hostile attack on our Capitol and on 
our democracy...innumerable acts of gun violence... the 
heated. political  rhetoric of the past ten years...Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine...the centuries-long tribal war in the 
Middle East...racism and every other “isms” that divide 
our hearts...gruesome school shootings...the world-wide 
migration of refugees...last week’s recent assassination 
attempt on a presidential candidate...deep darkness 
seems to abound... 
 

From where I stand, The Darkness will never overcome 
the Light ~ if we live what we say we believe, if we 
stand over and against all that strives to divide God’s 
Children in our nation and throughout the world. 
 

The cumulative violence of the past decade is utterly 
mind-boggling! It can numb us into apathy and inaction. 
The faith we proclaim demands we speak up and stand 
together in the faith and values we hold in common.  

This is no time for a nap, for “checking out”.The con-
flicts and violence around us, and perhaps, within is, 
demand “deep, soaking prayer” and doing everything 
we can to bring Christ’s light and love wherever we are. 
The gospel obligates us to speak Christ’s truth in love 
and to listen to others with respect and attention. 
 
 

We cannot wait for someone else to take the first step. 
Peace, justice, understanding and reconciliation happen 

wherever our feet are. We are the ones we’ve been 
waiting for, we’re Christ’s shepherds here and now.  

 

We must listen attentively and love courageously 

(SSJ 2024 Chapter theme), forgive first, and create a climate 
where all feel heard and respected. 

 Reflecting on the Word 
Prayer shepherds us.. 

 
~ Describe your prayer relationship with God.      
   Is it consistent? 
 
 ~  Do you pray only when you need to ask 
      a favor of God? 
 
~ What will help you improve your prayer  
   and relationship with God? 

It starts with surrendering to Christ in “deep,  

soaking prayer” that can change our heart, as my sister, 
said, “deep, soaking prayer is the only answer. Always.”  

 
 

Prayer shepherds us. 

Prayer is our soul’s most influential and graceful mentor. 
Prayer prepares us to minister, among our  

Dear Neighbors. Prayer readies our hearts to  see, hear, 
and respond with compassion, presence, and empathy 

to their pains and concerns.  
 

Let’s make renewed efforts to pray every day 

for the disarmament of our hearts, our own conversion, 
and for the grace to be Christ’s presence in justice, 

compassion and light.  
 

Let’s pray for the grace to the lead of our Divine 

Shepherd, who “gathers, tends and feeds 

his flock with loving care. 
 

If we’re conscious at all, prayer, especailly the Eucharist, 
will grace us to hear and be sensitive to our own pain  

and broken sinfulness. Prayer is our light of grace 

against the darkness around and within us.  
 
 

Jesus shepherds us in prayer: deep, soaking prayer.  

Pray. Ask him him to change our hearts and grace us 

to be People of The Light, People of Justice and Peace. 
This is not the  time for a nap. 

 

     In CommUNITY, 

Prayer Shepherds Us. 

 



July 

21 16th Sun OT 

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 
SSJ Associates gathering 10a 

24 Choir, 7p                                          

26 Parish Yard Sale ~ 8:00a – 2:00p 

27 Parish Yard Sale  

30 17th Sun OT 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 

31 Choir, 7p                                          

Mass Intentions 

07 Melisa Bustos (1st Communion); +Meg Bresse 

14 +Silas Arthur Wylie, III (Father of Ashley Davis) 

St. Stephen Parishioners 

21 +Grace Jenkins r/b Barb & Bob DeJohn 

28 +Damien Michael Whisonant r/b Barb & Bob DeJohn 

02 Jorge Lopez 

04  Matthew Kelly  
Janis McQuade  
David Serafin 

06 Bryan Wagoner 

08 Isidro Rodriguez 

11 Julia Mantero 

18 Eileen Ouellette 

20 Joyce Kelly 

 21 Rose Amelia Kelly 

 Joseph Martinez 

22 Barbara DeJohn 

24 Kevin Robinson 

26 Lorraine Benfanti 

  Candace Fuentes 

  Frank Simon 

31 Orlando Trinidad 

14 Dianne & Andy Crawford  16 Pauline & Fred Sener 

22 Ashley & Aymes Davis  27 Jacquie & John Darcey 

31 Cindy Whitley & Ozzie Martinez 

...to our new Acolytes, Maddox LaCashio and Owen Wagoner...to Barbara DeJohn who volunteered to 
serve in Altar Linen Ministry...to Joan Boehm serving as a Pastoral Minister to the & homebound…our 
devoted ladies who care for our plants and clean our church...and our faithful Teller Ministers, Arelis & 

Lee Hadfield, Wendy & Jason McClamrock, Judy & Frank Simon, and Jane & Rob Worley…  
Thank you and God bless!! 

TriC Christian Crisis Ministries 

JUL Jello or instant pudding 

AUG Flour 

SEPT Shampoo 

 

July 15, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24 

Contact: Aileen (336) 466-1484  

Dylann Roof, who as a 21-year-old and an admitted 
white supremacist, entered Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston on June 17, 2015, and 
joined a Bible study group. As the group closed their 
eyes for the closing prayer, Roof took out a gun and 
fired 74 rounds, killing nine parishioners.  

These nine parishioner are represented by the nine 
roses in Bro. Mickey’s painting. To learn more about 

Bro. Mickey’s spirituality and art, here’s a link: 
 

https://www.bromickeymcgrath.com/about 

Love always wins. 



 

15th Tuesday in Ordinary Time_July 16, 2024 

 Readings Is 7:1-9    Psalm 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8    Matthew 11:20-24. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/7?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/48?2






 


