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2023 Year of Grace                                                                                                2nd Sunday of Advent ~ December 10, 2023 

Morning Church! 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ 

the Son of God...Cycle B breaks open the gospel 

of the Marcan community of believers. It’s the 

most succinct of the four. Mark wants our full 

attention immediately. No infancy narratives, 

shepherds, angels, or Magi. This gospel version 

has a sense of urgency and relentless pace. We 

go right to the river to hear a wild and fierce 

prophet-cousin proclaim a baptism of repentance 

and the imminent visitation of the Savior. 

 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ 

the Son of God...John the Baptizer’s holy, fiery 

speech  demands repentance and recommitment, 

echoing every previous prophet. His particular 

call is more urgent and immediate. The Promised 

One is here now. It’s as unbelievable as it is 

down right real! Every day is Advent. Depending 

on the depth of our spiritual consciousness, we 

may or may not notice Christ who comes and 

comforts each of us daily. The mysterious might 

of Divinity becomes a gentle embrace. “I am 

here, with you, for you, in you, as you.” ~ my 

sister, Celeste 

 

Hopefully, you have encountered  

Divine Presence in women and men  

religious who ministered among you.  

The blessed influence of the five religious com-

munities at my H.S., especially the Sisters of St. 

Joseph, affirmed the call I first heard at age six.  
 

The SSJs were not ranting river prophets. They 

were more like the comforting, healing Presence 

spoken of by Isaiah.  The  SSJs were my favorite 

H.S. teachers. Holy Moley, S. Marie Ellen taught 

American History with such insight and enthusi-

asm, I thought she actually knew President Teddy 

Roosevelt! The SSJs gave the loudest cheers at 

my basketball games. They served as the grace of 

peace when students suffered a tragedy or the loss 

of a loved one. Their joy, generosity, empathy, 

and excellence as educators attracted 19 in my 

senior class to enter the SSJs after graduation 

with me. Consider this: 10% (100/1000) of my 

senior class entered religious life after graduation! 
 

This weekend is the annual Retirement Fund for 

Religious collection. It’s our chance to give to 

those who gave a lifetime of gospel service 

among the People of God. If you know a religious 

Sister, Brother, or priest who revealed Christ to 

you, let them know via a call or a card. Remind 

them of the ways you see Christ in them. If they 

have died, pray for them. Your act of loving grati-

tude continues  

...the good news of Jesus Christ the Son of God...  
      

   

       Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 
 



  

10 +Ellyn Garwood; Tim Garwood 

17 +Tessie Horneck; John L. & Johnathan Hanic 
 

9a   24 +Susan Martin  r/b Jason McClamrock 

24-25 Mass for St. Stephen parishioners’ intentions 

31 Michelle Garwood (Birthday) 

10 2nd Sun Advent      Retirement Fund for Religious 

11 Ladies Guild Christmas Gathering, 12N 

12   

13  RCIA, 6p; Choir, 7p 

14 Wise Ones Christmas Gathering, FLC, 1P 

17 3rd Sun Advent        

19 Communion Service, 12:15p 

20 RCIA, 6p; Choir, 7p 

24 4th Sun Advent  ~ Mass, 9a 

24 Christmas Eve  ~  Mass, 4p 

25 Christmas Day ~  Mass, 9a 

26 Feast of St. Stephen, our parish patron 

31 Feast pf the Holy Family ~ Mass, 9a 

06 PARISH Epiphany Pot Luck, 5p 
BRING SIDES for Chicken  

& a dessert to share 

07 Feast of the Epiphany  ~ Mass, 9a 

14 Arelis & Lee Hadfield 

18 Jackie & Bryan Wagoner 

 22 Hilda & Joel Lopez 

23 Elia & Luis Martinez 

31 Crystal & Francisco Fuentes 

Christmas Flowers  
 

Here is your opportunity to remember a loved one 

or honor a friend and decorate our sanctuary 

for the Christmas Season.  

An envelope for your Christmas Flowers are located in the 

pew pockets PRINT your info on the envelope’s cover,  

and enclose your monetary gift.  

Print the names of those you wish remember/honor  

on the back. Place the envelope in the collection.   

Tuesday, December 12, 4:00-8p 
Evening of Quiet Prayer  

and Recollection 

Martes 12 de diciembre 
Noche de oración  

silenciosa y recogimiento 

21 Sixto DeJesus 

      Hanh Nguyen 

      Andy Trinidad 

26 Judy Simon 

27 Joan Boehm 

     Gabriel Loyola 

     Diana Rodriguez 

28 Bob DeJohn 

29 Lukas McClamrock 

12 Rebeckah Treannie 

14 Jackie Darcey 

15 Melia Orta 

     Gabriel Hernandez 

16 Jesus Nava 

17 Juan Rodriguez 

18 Gracie Spicer 

20 Tom Cirone 

...Thank you to  our RCIA Candidates &  
their families: Jacob Wagoner, Andre Faw,  
Stephen Faust, Charlie Faw & Victor Bustos 

and his sons, Victor and Osvaldo, who put up 
the Nativity scenes in the church… 

...to all our Liturgical Ministers, esp. our 
Proclaimers & Greeters…our women 

who  clean our church; those who prepare  
our Altar lines, and our Tellers; our  

Faith Formation Team: Samantha Ange,  
John Darcey, Natalie Lopez, Lupe Reyes, 

all parent-assistants & Beth Orta who helps 
everywhere...You are our year-round gift! 

Our God is the God who comes… 
who never disappoints us… 

In this post pandemic time we run the risk 
of falling into pessimisim, closure and apathy… 

Confidently waiting for the Lord 
allows us to find comfort and courage 

in the dark moments of our lives… 
God is with us… 

Advent is a continuous call to hope.  





If you wish to send Fr. Joe Mulligan  
a card, following his emergency 

heart surgery: 
 

Fr. Joe Mulligan 
7009 Cinnamon Circle 

Mint  Hill NC 28227-4377 
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Our Lady of Protection, pray for us! 

Thank you so much !! 

DEC 

Dry beans 

gun-related deaths 

so far in 2023? 

With the fast pace of communications these days,  it’s easy to become  

overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage of news. 

As Catholic Christians,  you realized you are intimately tethered 

to every Dear Neighbor locally and globally. 

When you’re feeling overwhelmed and weary,  think of and pray for your 

Ukrainian sisters and brothers who are overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage  

~ not of news ~  

but by daily bombings, death, family separation, and the other forms 

of collateral damage of war since February 24, 2022. 

 

FEBRUARY 
Ukrainian Catholics dedicate their country 

to Our Lady of Protection, 
interceding to Mary to wrap their country  

with her mantle of loving protection.  

CARE for CREATION  

  

Thank you! 


