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2023 Year of Grace                                                                                                   1st Sunday of Advent ~ December 3, 2023 

 Jan’s Newsletter (paraphrased):  
 

Beloved friends, 
 

It is almost Advent again. I know how hopeful that 
is. And I know how hard it can be. 
 

As we prepare to enter December, I am thinking 
again about how for so many, the holidays are an 
intense swirl of sorrow and stress. When people tell 
me about wanting to hide under the covers until the 
new year, I understand. 
 

Even as I hold the truth of this, I want also - more 
than ever this year - to claim the wild and fierce 
hope that lives so deeply in Advent. This kind of 
hope is not dependent on “someday.” It does not 
wait for a particular configuration of circumstances 
to finally come together just right.  
 

It asks us to stay with what is most present to us: to 
enter this world in its heartrending brokenness and 
its astonishing beauty, that we might welcome the 
love that keeps finding its way into this world, and 
into us, again and again. 
 

As we enter Advent, I want to offer a blessing to 
accompany you. It is, by design, so very small - just 
enough to fold into the palm of your hand. I am 
passing it along with such gratitude for the light you 
bear. 
 

(Are these holidays a difficult time for you? Do you 
need a thoughtful space of sanctuary, or do you love 
the season and are looking for a way to enter more 
deeply into its gifts...travel through the season in the 
company of Community, Word and Sacrament?) 
 

In Advent and always, may Christ our Light meet 
you with many graces and with the love and the 
hope that live at the heart of it all. 
 

   Deep peace to you, 

   Jan Richardson 

 Blessing for Keeping 

Morning Church!  
 

A recently-coined cultural term is woke. It means being 

aware of and actively attentive to important facts and 

issues, especially issues of racial and social justice. For 

some it’s just jargon or slang while others use it in 

weaponized, condemning speech against those who take 

a stance against inequality and injustice.   
 

Isaiah, a prophet of God’s Hope, declares to the Chosen 

that God will continue to provide for their needs, even 

though they have been unfaithful to their Covenant with 

God. Like our ancestors in faith, we fail to express to 

God any awareness, gratitude, awe, or reverence ~ that 

God truly deserves. 
 

Mountains quake in God’s presence. If nature is that 

woke, why are we so unconscious of Divine Presence? Is 

it our busyness, a lack of faithfulness to personal prayer, 

an arrogant sense of entitlement, absenteeism from our 

Sunday Eucharist, etc.? Or something else? 
 

We have undeniable evidence of God’s compassionate 

Presence. God is Divinely Woke and hyper-vigilant to 

our every experience, thought, indecisiveness, fears, 

hopes, wonderment, and worries. What will it take to 

rouse our hearts to be spiritually woke, to rise to a level 

of watchfulness that motivates us to be who God 

dreamed we’d be before time and Creation; and to stand 

together in solidarity against every injustice and judgy, 

anti-gospel position in God’s Neighborhood? 
 

Each of us is given these Advent days to reflect 

on our spiritual wokeness, on how we respond 

to the Divine Presence within and among us. 
 

This Advent begins a New Year of Grace.  

It is definitely an unrepeatable time 

on our faithjourney. 
“Be watchful! Stay alert!”  
Become spiritually woke!  

              

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

And everything 

will become bright 

where it was broken 

  

and it will gather itself 

into your hands 

quietly nesting 

in a ceremony 

of keeping 

 

bearing its light 

into the day 

that comes. 

~ Jan Richardson 

  

 



  
03 + Marjorie Dana;  + Helen Purcell 

10 +Ellyn Garwood; Tim Garwood 

17 +Tessie Horneck; John L. & Johnathan Hanic 

02 (43rd Anniv) 

03 1st Sun Advent 
Family Faith Formation 

05 The Chosen, 10a & 6:45p 
Communion Service, 12:15p 

06 RCIA, 6p;  Choir, 7p 

08 Feast: Immaculate Conception  Mass, 7p 

09 Parish Celebration ~ O.L. Guadalupe, 5:15p 

10 2nd Sun Advent        Retirement Fund for Religious 

12 Communion Service, 12:15p 
O.L. Guadalupe, 4:00-8:00p 
Quiet prayer & Reflection  

01 Jason LaCashio 

02 Brylee Ange 

     Jason McClamrock 

03 Doris Watson 
04 Jocelyn Espino 
     John Orta 
05 Shayla Ange 

14 Arelis & Lee Hadfield 
18 Jackie & Bryan Wagoner 

Christmas Flowers  
 

Here is your opportunity to remember a loved one 
or honor a friend and decorate 

our sanctuary for the Christmas Season.  
An envelope for your Christmas Flowers are located in the 

pew pockets PRINT your info on the envelope’s cover,  
and enclose your monetary gift.  

Print the names of those you wish  to be remembered/
honored on the back. Place the envelope in the collection.   

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish Celebration 

Saturday, December 9, 5:15p 
Refreshments 

Tuesday, December 12, 4:00-8p 
Evening of Quiet Prayer  

and Recollection 

Celebración de Nuestra  
Señora de Guadalupe 

Sábado 9 de diciembre, 17:15 
Refrescos 

Martes 12 de diciembre 
Noche de oración  

silenciosa y recogimiento 

 

 

07 Gabriel Cancel 

09 Eli Davis 

12 Rebeckah Treannie 

14 Jackie Darcey 

15 Melia Orta 

      Gabriel Hernandez 
16 Jesus Nava 

All Souls Remembrance 

Jenny & Rudy Arrdizzola: +Deceased family members 

Bill Bresse: +Mary Bresse 

Barb & Bob DeJohn: +Deceased family members 

Cecilia & Richard Jones Gerette Lynne Gilliam, Ralph & Patty Maillaro, 
Pam D’Ammto, Karen, Dennis Jones, Dawn & Cheryl Kisacky, 

Karen Hicks; our parents 

Peggy Reikowsky:  +Deceased family members 

Judy & Frank Simon: +Tina McCaughtry; +Carol Smith 

You can help. “Religious are blessed to serve,” says Dominican Father Bertrand Ebben, age 90. Please do-
nate to the Retirement Fund for Religious next week. Your gift will provide essential care for nearly 25,000 
senior sisters, brothers and religious order priests who have dedicated their lives to serving others. Let us 
show our gratitude to these selfless individuals by giving generously.  
 

Ustedes pueden ayudar. “Los religiosos somos dichosos por poder servir”, dice el padre dominico Bertrand 
Ebben de 90 años. Les rogamos que donen al Fondo para la Jubilación de Religiosos la próxima semana. Su 
regalo proporcionará cuidados esenciales para casi 25,000 hermanas, hermanos y sacerdotes de órdenes 
religiosas ancianos que han dedicado su vida al servicio de los demás. Mostremos nuestra gratitud a estas 
abnegadas personas con un generoso donativo. 





 
 



If you wish to send Fr. Joe Mulligan  
a card, following his emergency 

heart surgery: 
 

Fr. Joe Mulligan 
7009 Cinnamon Circle 

Mint  Hill NC 28227-4377 











 

Our Lady of Protection, pray for us! 

Thank you so much !! 

DEC 

Dry beans 

gun-related deaths 

so far in 2023? 

With the fast pace of communications these days,  it’s easy to become  

overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage of news. 

As Catholic Christians,  you realized you are intimately tethered 

to every Dear Neighbor locally and globally. 

When you’re feeling overwhelmed and weary,  think of and pray for your 

Ukrainian sisters and brothers who are overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage  

~ not of news ~  

but by daily bombings, death, family separation, and the other forms 

of collateral damage of war since February 24, 2022. 

 

FEBRUARY 
Ukrainian Catholics dedicate their country 

to Our Lady of Protection, 
interceding to Mary to wrap their country  

with her mantle of loving protection.  

CARE for CREATION  

  

Thank you! 


