
 

2nd Sunday of Easter 
April 16, 2023 



 

 

 St. Stephen là gia đình của bạn! 

Chúng tôi rất may mắn bạn đang ở đây! 

Cha Long sẽ ở St. Stephen 

Ngày 7 tháng 5 năm 2023 

để cử hành thánh lễ với bạn 

bằng tiếng Việt. 

Lên kế hoạch tham dự và mời gia đình 

gia đình và bạn bè của bạn đến tham dự! 

Nếu bạn có câu hỏi nào, 

nói chuyện với Hạnh. 

  

Ngày 5 tháng 2, 2:00p



 

Our Lady, 
Queen of Peace, 

pray for us! 

 

Memo line:  
Earthquake relief 

Thank you so much !! 

APR Instant potatoes 

MAY Dry pasta 

JUN Jelly 
Our goal is to raise $50,000. If 
200 people raise $250 each we
make our goal. We look forward 
to our time with you

Arroz con pollo   ACP 

Our Youth Group/Confirmadi are asking your 
help in preparing  ACP dinners for five.  

 

The prepared dinners will be donated 
to area families and to  

Tri-C Christian Ministries.  
 

It’s a simple meal for five (5) consisting 
of rice, chicken and cheese.  

Cook the dinner in a aluminum pan,  
cover it with a lid or aluminum foil. 

Bring your prepared dinner to the FLC on 
Sunday, April 23. 

For your meal for five (5) 

you can use chicken legs or bone-in 
breasts…...as long as the meal 

will feed a family of five.  

You choose the kind of chicken 

and just add the rice and the cheese. 

 

302 Mass shootings 
since January, 2023 
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 Reflecting and Acting on The Word    

What does it mean to Be Church for you? 

  Readings    https://bible.usccb.org/ 

Morning Church! 
 

Growing up, I loved playing with my youngest sister 
and Godchild, Celeste. As she got older I taught her 
to count, the alphabet, and nursery thymes. One of 
her favorites: “Here’s the church, here’s the steeple, 
open the door and see all the people.” 
 
Celeste always giggled as I turned my hands over 
and showed my energetic fingers ~ “all the people”. 
This simple rhyme with it’s imaging words and ac-
tions describes what it means to Be Church. At this 
early age, Celeste began to learn what it means to Be 
Church. 
 
To Be Church requires imagination, energy, and ac-
tion. To Be Church means to gather with all the peo-
ple, the People of God, around the sacred Tables of 
Word and Sacrament, to be transformed in faith and 
generously share faith in service.  
 
The First Followers were learning what Being 
Church means as they developed in their understand-
ing of Jesus’ ministry and teachings. Acts 2:42-47 
show what occurs when the Spirit “opens the doors” 
of our hearts and minds ~ we “see ALL the people.” 
He taught them to live courageously, in uncommon 
unity, in a shared vision, with zeal for the proclaim-
ing of the gospel. 
 
Acts of the Apostles challenges us to re-examine and 
re-form our lives in Christ’s image and what Being 
Church means. Your faithjourney continues after 
Lent! Conversion, like love, is not relegated to a 
time or season. Today’s Word is meant to nurture 
your ongoing conversion and serve as your mirror 
and model for Being Church. 

 
Like the First Followers, especially Thomas, you 
are called to move away from your isolation, fear 
and shame. You are called to move away from be-
ing a registered parishioner to Being Church, being 
in communion with your faith community. Being 
Church is not “living together” with no attach-
ments, no commitment. Living together mentality 
creates spiritual, psychological, and emotional dis-
tance, a selfish distancing detachment with no ac-
countability. Being Church means you are tethered 
to God and one another and that means relation-
ship. 
 
Thomas hesitated to re-gather with the others after 
they told him of Christ’s visit. He’s still in the 
doubters corner because he’s still learning to Be 
Church.  We are Thomas. We, too, suffer from 
momentary skepticism. We are doubters.  
 
In spite of Thomas’ and our lack of faith, Jesus 
continues to be present among us offering us his 
Divine Peace. He pours his Spirit out on us and 
sends us to be unifier and reconcilers. Through 
your presence and ministry others “see the Lord.”  

 
The Doubter, in the presence and peace 

of the Risen Lord, is re-gathered  
into the community with “his Lord and his God.” 

 
This 2nd Sunday of Easter gather in the Upper 
Room of Christ’s heart. Re-commit to Being 
Church in Jesus’ Name. Commit to Being Church 
even with your doubts, and do so with new energy, 
imagination, rooted in gospel-like words and ac-
tions. Much joy follows when we “open the doors 
and see ALL the people”. No doubt. 
  
     God’s blessings,  



  

16 +Geri Jones Gilliam    r/b S. Janis 
+Jennifer Lynn Wood-Long   r/b Diana Gallagher 

+Joseph M. Mandes (15th Anniv) 
Deceased members of the Simon family 

23 +Rose & Jo El-Khouri r/b Theresa 
+Judy Tymko 

30 +Kathy & Ray Hyer 

+Judy Tymko 

    21 Lupe & Ray Hernandez               27 Julie & Patrick Colglazier 

A  P  R  I  L 

16 2nd Sun Easter   FFF after Mass 

17 SSJ Associates CGG, Charlotte, 10a  

GIVE BLOOD Elkin Rescue Squad, 1:30-6:00p 

18 Communion Service, 12:15p 
Ministerial Association Mtg.,  12N HCHealth 

19 RCIA, 6:45p;  Choir, 7p 

20 Wise Ones  Host:  Peggy @ , 1p 

22 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

23 3rd Sun Easter;  FFF after Mass 

25 Communion Service, 12:15p 

30 4th Sun Easter; FFF after Mass 

21 Mario Crispin 
27 Dianne Crawford 
      Luis Rodriguez 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Donor In honor/memory of 
 

Barb & Bob 

DeJohn 

Members 

DeJohn & Bills Families 

Ronnie 

Krakovsky 

Irene & Joe  Krakovsky 

Cladie & Laxton Pennel 

Deborah 

McNally 

 

Members  McNally Family 

 Kathleen Ward 

Colden, NY 

 

Jean Ward 

Jane & Rob 

Worley 

Deceased members 

Worley & Buckholz families 

We too struggle at times like Thomas: 

How can we believe that Jesus is risen,  

that he accompanies us 

and is the Lord of our Life  

without having seen him,  

without having touched him?  

How can one believe in this?  

Why does the Lord not give us some 

clearer sign of his presence and love?  

Some sign that I can see better… 

...we too are like Thomas,  

with the same doubts, the same reasoning...” 

...Natalie & the children who danced their gratitude 

to the Risen Christ ...Phillip Parrish who created the 

spray of flowers above the tabernacle as well as the 

lucious look in the flower pots at the front door...Rob 

& Jane Worley, and Aileen Cahill who are putting 

together on our new Parish Directory...Aileen for 

serving as our Holy Week photographer...TYVM! 

30 Liza Go-Harris 
     Vanessa Lopez 






