
 

 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 19, 2023 



Falls Church, 1970 



2023 Year of Grace                                                                                 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ November 19, 2023 

Morning Church!  
 

“The Day of the Lord” in the Letter to Thessolonica is our pre-Advent reality check. “The Day” refers to the Second 
Coming of Christ. For the Hebrews and the early Christian community, and for us, The Day is the myriad of changes 
we encounter each day as we journey home.  
 

The end of the Liturgical Year focuces on End Times. “Ends” come on us “like a thief in the night”, like pre-mature 
labor pains. End Time experiences can either paralyze us in fear or propel us to serve. For Children of the Light and of 
the Day, End Times are invitations to step out in faith and to trust God wholeheartedly. The End Time is our last breath, 
or every experience, relationships, and every unrepeatable encounter that intersects our faithjourney before death.   
 

These Sacred Intersections serve as a spiritual mirror that reflect our capacity for integrity, ingenuity, and courage. 
These Sacred Intersections are graces offered for a specific time and a particular choice. Today’s pre-Advent reality 
check: choose to live like Proverb’s Valiant Woman who cultivated her God-given gifts or choose be like a servant 
who hoarded his. The servant’s End Time choice wasted his most precious gifts: trust, time, talent, and treasure.  
 

Like the Scripture’s Valiant Woman and Parable’s Servant, our ingenuity is most challenged when we encounter an 
End Time experience, i.e., a difficult diagnosis, a moment of surrender to God’s Will, the end of a key relationship, a 
personal loss/death, or leaving what is familiar to take that next, uncertain step on this adventuresome faithjourney.  
 

God’s grace is most certainly present at every one of our End Times protecting us from the proverbial “thief in the 
night” who tries to steal our hope. Draw strength at each Sacred Intersection with Grace of God. Pray to be faithful 
servants till your final End Time. Console and inspire each other with the witness of our integrity, ingenuity, service, 
and courage. Let us not rest until we put all our “peace and security” (1 Thes. 5:3) in Christ.  
 

Let’s welcome the Day of the Lord as the Sacred Intersection of Presence 

remembering we belong to neither darkness or night.  

We are Children of Light and of the Day!  
 

                       God’s blessings, 

I am imagining 
you have learned by now 
that time will never move 
quite straight for you  
again ~  
no more forward only, 
if ever it traveled that way. 
 
Now it will be 
the bend and 
the turn of it, 
the curve and 
the cradling of it, 
the unfurling, 
unfolding, 
unwinding of it 
as it arcs you around 
in this spiral 
of seasons, 
as it draws you around 
in this circle 
of days. 

Like today, 
for instance— 
this day that marks 
a year since last 
you passed by 
this gate, 
this threshold, 
this door 
that lives with such 
vividness in your memory, 
opening onto the 
chamber of your heart 
where what this day  
once held 
keeps happening. 
 
Let yourself listen 
for the liturgy 
that persists here, 
for the life you shared 
that still opens out 
along secret paths. 
  

Let yourself 
linger again 
at the door 
of this day. 
 
Let yourself 
give yourself into 
its hours with 
exquisite kindness 
and wondrous care. 
 
Light the candles 
in celebration 
of what remains, 
in the ceremony 
of what abides 
in the shelter 
of these hours, 
in the mystery 
of this day. 

A BLESSING for an ANNIVERSARY DATE  
~ Jan Richardson 

behind”; 



  
19 +Kathleen  Hyer   1st Anniv 

26 RCIA Candidates & Sponsors 

N O V E M B E R  

19 33rd Sun OT 
Family Faith Formation Parents & Youth, 10:30a 

Scott Wesley Brown Concert, 6:30p 
First Baptist Church, Gwyn Ave 

21 Adult Faith Formation, 10a ~ The Chosen 
Ministerial Assoc., 12N ~ HCMC 
Communion Service, 12:15p 
Adult Faith Formation, 6:45p ~ The Chosen 

22 RCIA, 6:00p; Choir, 7p 

23             Happy Thanksgiving! 

26 Feast of Christ Our King  
RCIA Rite of Welcome, 9a 

28 Adult Faith Formation, 10a ~ The Chosen 
Communion Service, 12:15p 
Adult Faith Formation, 6:45p ~ The Chosen 

29 RCIA, 6:00p; Choir, 7p 

30 Feast of St. Andrew Christmas Novena begins 

20 Reyna Hernandez 

21 Newell Hauser 

21 Ronnie Krakovsky 

22 America Lopez 

22 Ryan St. Cyr 

24 Dalilah Hernandez 

 

24 Lupe Hernandez 

25 Victor Bustos, Jr. 

26 Victor Bustos, Sr. 

28 Stephen Faust 

29 Grace Jenkins 

 

Christmas Flowers  
Here is your opportunity to remember 

a loved one or honor a friend and 
help decorate the Christmas Season.  

An envelope for your Christmas Flowers 
are located in the pew pockets 

Simply fill out the info on the envelope’s cover,  
and enclose your monetary gift.  

Print the names of those you wish  
to be remembered/honored on the back.  

Place the envelope in the collection.   

CARE for CREATION  

...to our Men’s Breakfast group who built a much-needed retaining wall to prevent water entering our basement…and 

Rob Worley who is spearheading this project…to Judy S. and Frank Simon, Sam, Brylee, & Shayla An-

ge, our sacristans who set up and clean up for each Mass...to our Ladies Guild for all their behind-the-

scenes ministries...and for all who have taken the initiative to do what needs to be done these past two 

weeks around church, like our Tuesday Communion Service group who continue to gather and share leadership for the 

service each week...thank you for your cards and prayer; it means so much! Gratefully, S. Janis 

 

 

Giving Tree & ECSchool ~ K-12 

This year ECS is trying something different 
for our area Giving Tree.  

128 youth who will be gifted by the area churches.  
St. Stephen has been asked to donate 
gloves/mittens & toboggan sets  

and colored pencils & sketch books 
If you wssh to participate in the year’s Giving Tree,  

please purchase the item(s) 
Add a tag with the age and gender  

of the Youth who will receive your gift. 

Bring your gift(s) to church: 



Irene Krakovsky August 10, 2007 

Herbert Weibel September 13, 2007 

Wallo Clark March 25, 2008 

 Lawrence Watson August 6, 2008 

David Balzer September 10, 2008 

Danny Smitherman Movember 15, 2008 

Anthony Stammetti December 2, 2008 

Lori Knowles May 17, 2009 

Infant McKinley Orta March 10, 2021 

Phil Altemueller October 25, 2010 

Clarence Brandenburg January 11, 2011 

Infant Arturo Sanchez April 10, 2011 

Eleanor Golaszewski April 10, 2011 

Mary Adari May 28, 2011 

Earnest Blevins March 8, 2014 

Infant Jael Jesus Rodriguez  March 31, 2015 

John Cahill April 17, 2016 

Gregory Collins September 15, 2016 

Mary Elizabeth Collins September 22, 2016 

Mary Lockhart August 17, 2017 

Ella May LeBlanc November 17, 2017 

Ruth Harris December 14, 2016 

Adrienne Lux March 13, 2018 

Marcia Morrey March 22, 2018 

Sally Bianco April 18, 2018 

Helen Purcell December 5, 2019 

Gloria Garcia Barrientos December 27, 2017 

Faith Balzer January 25, 2019 

Joseph Krakovsky March 17, 2019 

Ramona Schaufenbuel August 14, 2019 

Robert Ackerman August 3, 2019 

Ruth Weibel March 25, 2020 

Fay Burgoon August 15, 2021 

Stanley Ring September 11, 2021 

Octavio Rodriguez September 11, 2021 

Thomas Lux January 1, 2023 

In every place and time,  
the blessed walk among us 
There’s a mighty throng  
that stands at our side 

The saints and beloved of God… 
~ Dan Schutte  

The Saints and Beloved of God of St. Stephen 







 

Our Lady of Protection, pray for us! 

Thank you so much !! 

NOV 

Bar soap 

DEC 

Dry beans 

gun-related deaths 

so far in 2023? 

With the fast pace of communications these days,  it’s easy to become  

overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage of news. 

As Catholic Christians,  you realized you are intimately tethered 

to every Dear Neighbor locally and globally. 

When you’re feeling overwhelmed and weary,  think of and pray for your 

Ukrainian sisters and brothers who are overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage  

~ not of news ~  

but by daily bombings, death, family separation, and the other forms 

of collateral damage of war since February 24, 2022. 

 

FEBRUARY 
Ukrainian Catholics dedicate their country 

to Our Lady of Protection, 
interceding to Mary to wrap their country  

with her mantle of loving protection.  


