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Our redemption has a social dimension because “God, in Christ, redeems not only 
the individual person, but also . . . social relations.” To believe that the Holy Spirit is 
at work in everyone means realizing that he seeks to penetrate every human situation 
and all social bonds. . . . Accepting the first proclamation, which invites us to receive 
God’s love and to love him in return with the very love which is his gift, brings forth 
in our lives and actions a primary and fundamental response: to desire, seek and pro-
tect the good of others.  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, no. 178) 

 

As a nation, we share many blessings and strengths, including a tradition of religious 
freedom and political participation. However, as a people, we face serious challenges 
that are both political and moral. This has always been so, and as Catholics we are 
called to participate in public life in a manner consistent with the mission of our 
Lord, a mission that he has called us to share. As Pope Francis teaches,  

 

An authentic faith. always involves a deep desire to change the world, to transmit 
values, to leave this earth some how better than we found it. We love this magnifi-
cent planet on which God has put us, and we love the human family which dwells 
here, with all its tragedies and struggles, it hopes and aspirations, its strengths and 
weaknesses. The earth is our common home and all of us are brothers and sisters. If 
indeed “the just ordering of society and of the state is a central responsibility of pol-
itics,” the Church, “cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight  for jus-
tice.” (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 183) 

 

 

In this fight for justice, God gives us a special gift, hope, which Pope Benedict describes in Caritas in Veritate as 
“bursting into our lives as something not due to us, something that transcends every law of justice”. Thus we take up the 
task of serving the common good with joy and hope, confident that God, who “so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son,” walks with us and strengthens us on the way (Jn 3:16). God is love, and he desires that we help to build a 
“civilization of love”—one in which all human beings have the freedom and opportunity to experience the love of God 
and live out that love by making a free gift of themselves to one another. Pope Francis encourages us  in Evangelii 
Gaudium  to meditate on the inseparable bond between our acceptance of the message of salvation and genuine fraternal 
love . . .  
 

 God’s word teaches that our brothers and sisters are the prolongation of the incarnation  

 for each of us: “As you did it to one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it to me”  

 (Mt 25:40).  
 

 The way we treat others has a transcendent dimension:  

“The measure you give will be the measure you get” (Mt 7:2).  

 

 It corresponds to the mercy which God has shown us:  

 “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged;  

 do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven;  

 give, and it will be given to you . . . For the measure you give will be the  measure you  

 get back” (Lk 6:36-38).  

 

What these passages make clear is the absolute priority of “going forth from our selves toward our brothers and sisters” 
as one of the two great commandments  which ground every moral norm and as the clearest sign for discerning spiritual 
growth in response to God’s completely free gift. (no. 179)  
 

We must consider not only candidates’ positions on these issues,  
but their character and integrity as well.  
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Morning, Church!   
 

All of us can own the gap between our truth and our deceit, especially when 
someone calls us out with, “Are you for real?” This confronting  question engag-
es our immediate defensiveness. It evokes a bunch of retorts as this haymaker 
lands on our fragile ego and strips away our duplicities. 
 

“Are you for real?” is the spiritual line in the sand that Jesus utilized throughout 
his preaching and his example. Jesus says before we judge our dear neighbors 
near and far, we must look inward and confront our own hypocrisies. This gospel 
makes us mindful of what is truly real in our hearts and what isn’t. God’s Word 
helps us see ourselves as God sees us. 
 

Hypocrite (Gk.) meaning actor, stage performer. It’s a compound noun that liter-
ally translates as “an interpreter from underneath.” This bizarre compound makes 
more sense when you know that the actors in ancient Greek theater wore large 
masks to mark which character they were playing, and so they interpreted the 
story from underneath their masks. Hypocrite means to “play a role”.  
 

The Pharisees seem to give mere lip service to their relationship with God/Love 
while holding fast to their relationship with The Law. Without owning their own 
transgressions and duplicities, hypocrites judge others they deem to be unreal in 
their relationship with God/Love and The Law. What prevents their ownership? 
Plain and simple: pride and ego. What fosters their ownership: humility. 
 

When God’s Word unmasks our hypocrisy, it draws a spiritual line across 
our hearts and demands a real change, a real conversion of heart in us. 

How can we overcome the fear attached to unmasking 
our hypocrisy and our judgmental blindness? 

How do we avoid the temptation of looking good vs. being good? 
 

The epistle offers us this grace:  
Humbly welcome The Word that has taken root in you,  with its power 

to save you. Be doers of the Word and not hearers only. Don’t delude yourselves. 
 

Humility is the virtue that kicks pride’s hypocrisy to the curb and honors our 
blest  realness in God. Humility means we neither “add or subtract” from The 
Word.(Deut) No tweaking is necessary. Just live The Word wholeheartedly. 
 

Next time you wash your hands or do dishes, remember Christ’s invitation 
to humility and integrity. Let’s close duplicity’s gap. Let’s be for real. 

 

                             In CommUNITY, 

 
Reflect on those areas in your life that are still masked, still duplicitous , 

Pray for the grace of humility every day. 
  

Humility invites us  

to stay low to the ground  

so that we can find  

the treasures there.  
 

Not so low  

that we become a doormat,  

subject to whatever treatment  

others may mete out to us.  
 

Instead, humility helps us 

to remain grounded  

in the best sense of the word:  

centered in the humus  

(from the Earth) from which  

we have been created,  

the gloriously ordinary Earth  

from which God  

made each one of us.  
 

Humility enables us  

to recognize our dependence 

on the One who fashioned us 

as well as our kinship  

with those who share  

this Earth, this humus.  
 

In practicing humility,  

we leave room  

for the surprising  

and graced ways  

that God works ~ 

beyond expectation,  

beyond privilege,  

beyond status ~ 

at the table and  

in every place beyond it. 

~ Jan Richardson 
The Painted Prayerbook 



SEPTEMBER 

01 22nd Sun OT 

03 Communion Service, 12:15p 

04 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

08  23rd Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

09 Ladies Guild 

10 Communion Service, 12:15p 

11 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

15  24th Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

16 Give Blood, 1st Baptist Ch, Elkin 1:00-6:00p 

17 Communion Service, 12:15p 

18 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

19 Wise Ones, 1p  TBA 

21 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

22 25th Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

24 Communion Service, 12:15p 

25 RCIA,  6:30p;  Choir, 7p 

28 YV Pumpkin Festival, 9a-4p 

29 26th Sun OT 
Faith Formation ~ Parents & Youth, After Mass, FLC 

07 Hanh & ThiTan Nguyen 29 Julia & Diego Carreon 

07 Thi Nguyen & Thanh Vo  

Thank you! 

Tri-C Christian Crisis Ministries 

SEPT Shampoo 

SEPT Mass Intentions 

01  +Linda Cirone 

08  Fr. Ed Sheridan, Cecelia Jones, Kathleen Hyer 

15  Pat Black, SSJ 

22 St. Stephen Parishioners 

29 Faith Formation Families 

01 Oscar Hernandez 

03 Salomon Mata 

05 Rianna Hernandez 
Bryan Wagoner 

06 Carlos Trejo 

09 Thi Vo 

10 Sonia DeJesus 

13 Erika Ramirez 

15 Peggy Reikowsky 

16 Jet Martinez 
Yareli Nava 

18 Eric Garcia 

19 Andrea Faw 

22 Aracely Hernandez 

25 Theresa Martin 

17 Sergio Hernandez 

29 Minnie Espino 

 

 

 

 

Catholicism 101: Serving the Lord 
 

Vatican Council II restored Church ministries 
to all of the baptized. 

All baptized persons are called to participate 
in the mission and ministries of the Church. 

 

As Fr. John said in his homily 8/15, all of us are called 
to SERVE others and give PRAISE to God. 

 

Serving in Faith Formation, Liturgical Ministries,  
Community Outreach, or any kind of service 

is the mission call of the baptized. 
Serving is never, ever based on one’s worthiness.  

None of us are worthy.  Regardless, Christ calls us! 
 

Using unworthiness for an excuse not to serve 
is a negative residue of the Jansenism heresy. 

The Church condemned this heresy for many reasons,  
including its pessimistic view of our unworthiness 

of God’s care and concern. 
 

Our baptismal call makes us worthy and responsible 
to continue his mission and ministry. 

Every one of us is called to service and praise.  
No exceptions. 

No excuses. 

 

Jesus warns that it is not external observance 
or lack of it that determines one’s relationship 

with God, but a heart that is ever 
being transformed by divine love, 

which then becomes visible in concrete acts. 
 

Sister Barbara E. Reid, .O.P   
Abiding Word Sunday Reflections for Year B. 
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