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Field Hospital 

Morning Church! 
 

Pope Francis hoped to energize the Church, especially the clergy, with this radical call:  
 

“The thing the Church needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and  
to warm the hearts of the faithful; it needs nearness, proximity.  

I see the Church as a field hospital after battle.” 
 

When I think of ‘field hospital’, “Gone with the Wind” comes to mind. Remember the scene when we’re 
given a gradual, panaromic view of thousands of wounded and dying lying on the ground?      
 

God’s Neighborhood today is still a field hospital! Some are lying helplessly on the ground; some have 
been blinded; some are limping around without crutches; some are sickened by addiction; others are deeply 
scarred with invisible wounds inflicted by the neglect or abuse of The Damagers.  
 

All are in need of a miraculous healing. Many waiting for our presence and help. Doctors Without Borders 
(DWB) gives the possibility for this hope and healing. These docs leave behind their safe offices and go to 
remote parts of the world to care for the least, lost, and lonely who lack access to medical care. This part of 
our family lives with a recurring nightmare of no healthcare, and personal and food insecurity. 
 

DWB offers some relief, healing and hope to their patients. DWB cares for the “outsiders” unseen by most. 
Their very presence is service. They are contemporary “lambs of God”, testifying with their lives what it 
means to minister among the broken and the grieving, the sick, the vulnerable, and the homeless.  
 

DWB understand Hospitality as a much more expansive virtue than a welcoming word or gesture. It is not 
only important to be hospitable with those who arrive at our door or at church home. Hospitality is also for 
those who have no homes, for our Neighbors who live in a recurring nightmare outside our experience ~ 
 

Like war-orphaned children, Ukranians, Palestinians, Israelies, Syrians, the homeless, 
people of color in the U.S., refugees at our borders, refugees throughout God’s Neighborhood… 

 

You want to know where Jesus lives? Come and See. Pay attention to those who live as he lived, to those 
who love and serve beyond any designated borders as well as the ones drawn in our hearts. Like Jesus and 
Pope Francis, DWB confront our utter selflessness. Like Jesus and Pope Francis, DWB understand that we 
are all living in this field hospital together as our battles continue.   
 

Our Baptismal certificate is our spiritual medical license. It mandates we serve as Christ’s healing presence 
wherever our feet are. Pope Francis’ message really isn’t radical at all. It’s the gospel. 

 

The Ministerial Associate calls The Churches of Elkin 

to gather today in the solidarity of our shared faith for our  

Annunal Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Prayer Service, 3:00p 

at Union Grove Baptist Church, 6768 Old Hwy 60, Roaring River. 
 

Consider this as Christ’s invitation to Come and See and to give witness to our faith in him.  
This invitation really isn’t radical at all. It’s the gospel. 

 
 

       In CommUNITY, 

HEARTwork 

~ Reflecting and Acting on The Word  ~ 

Identify ways Christ calls you to “Come and see” on your faithjourney? 

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/ 



  

07 Familias de Cortez y Parral 

14 End to racism & gun violance 

14 2nd Sun OT  Family Faith Formation, 10:30-12N 

14 Dr. Martin Luther King Day 
Ministerial Assoc. Prayer, 3:00p (details below) 

15 SSJA Gathering Charlotte, 10a 
Ladies Guild Gathering, 5p 

16 Communion Service, 12:15p 
The Chosen, 10a & 6p 

17 RCIA,  6p; Choir, 7p 

18 Wise Ones, 1p   
Host: Lou Stackhouse     Cedarbrook C.C. 

20 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

21 3rd Sun OT Family Faith Formation, 10:30-12N 

23 Communion Service, 12:15p 
The Chosen, 10a & 6p 

24 RCIA,  6p; Choir, 7p 

28 4th Sun OT  Faith Formation, 10:30-12N 

30 Communion Service, 12:15p 
The Chosen, 10a & 6p 

31 RCIA,  6p; Choir, 7p +S. Maria Raphaela Patrone, SSJ  

Born November 27, 1937 

Born to Eternal Life   January 11, 2024 

in the 69th  year of religious life 

 

16 Jenny Ardizzola 

16 Barry Blackburn 

16 Epi Cortez 

20 Isabella Estrada 

20 Ceceila Jones 

21 Ines Trejo 

22 Sonia Rodgiruez 

23 Lou Stackhouse 

25 Braulio Mata 

20 Marta Lopez 

31 Dolores Spicer 

 

 

The thing the Church needs most today 
is the ability to heal wounds 

and to warm the hearts of the faithful; 
it needs nearness, proximity. 

I see the Church as a field hospital after battle. 
 




Since WE are the Church, 
WE are called to be healers and caregivers 

for the wounded among us. 

Pope Francis  Walking the Word: 

 

 

Winter Weather Broadcasts 

Thank you so much !! 

JAN Canned tomatoes, Spaghetti sauce 



Feed the Elderly 
An Opportunity 

for Compassionate, Generous  Service 
 

Feed the Elderly is a community 
Service for residents who are isolated 

from the community. 
For years, along with other church volunteers, 

St. S parishioners have served 
these residents on their assigned days. 

  
If you are willing to take a turn or two, 

in this meaningful service, please contact  

our Feed the Elderly Coordinator: 

Gayle Altemueller, (336) 486-0676 
 

January  17, 18, 19 

March  6, 7, 8 

April 24, 25, 26 

June 24, 25, 26 

July 31 

August 1, 2 

September 18, 19, 20 

November 6, 7, 8 

December  25, 26, 27 

 







 

Our Lady of Protection, 

pray for us! 

gun-related deaths 

so far in 2023? 

 

FEBRUARY 
Ukrainian Catholics dedicate their country 

to Our Lady of Protection, 
interceding to Mary to wrap their country  

with her mantle of loving protection.  

We pray  

for our sisters and brothers  

in Maui, Morocco, 

Middle East, (Oct. 7, 2023) 

and Libya… and the 32 places 
where war is being raged now. 

CARE for CREATION  

  

Thank you! 

Thank you so much !! 

JAN Canned tomatoes, Spaghetti sauce 

FEB Corn meal 

MAR Small laundry soap 


