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2023 Year of Grace                                                                                 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ November 05, 2023 

HEARTwork 

~ Reflecting and Acting on The Word  ~ 

When is the last time you were still and silent enough to be awed by God’s presence?    

Readings  https://bible.usccb.org/ 

Morning Church!  
  
Entrenched in deep theological reading last weekend in 

preparation for this reflection, Kelley, my beloved lover 

of all things nature, called out to me to join her on our 

back porch:  “IT’S WORTH IT!”  Somewhat begrudg-

ingly, I put down my books and emerged from my comfy 

chair.  I was rewarded with an experience of the Hunter 

Moon rising above the Intracoastal Waterway.  Wow!  

No words needed.  A direct experience of AWE.  (And I 

would have missed it, if not for a gentle nudge.) 

This brought to mind a saying I’ve always admired:  “I 
am a finger pointing to the moon.  Don’t look at me; look 
at the moon.”  I believe Jesus would have loved this 
humble phrase, sometimes attributed to the Buddha.   

 

Seems that Jesus had a problem 
with those who complicated a simple 

(but not easy!) message: 
 

“Love God. Love your neighbor.” 

The Blessing That Doesn’t End  ~ Jan Richardson 

From the moment 

it first laid eyes 

on you, 

this blessing loved you. 

 

This blessing 

knew you 

from the start. 

 

It cannot explain how. 

It just knows 

that the first time 

it sat down beside you, 
  

Believe this love 

goes on— 

that it still 
 

takes your face 

into its hands, 

that it presses 

its forehead to yours 
 

as it speaks to you 

in undying words, 

that it has never ceased 

to gather your heart 

into its heart. 
 

No fancy religious ceremonies and garments required.  No 

degrees in theology necessary. No titles or distinguishing 

labels, please. Just humble, open hearts, ready to serve. 

I’ve been blessed with many proverbial fingers pointing to 

the moon: loving parents, dedicated coaches and teachers, 

passionate pastors, R.C.I.A., 1987 (thanks to “your” Sister 

Janis), Centering Prayer, silent retreats, Zen masters in the 

guise of cats, Lectio Divina, morning coffee, the Living 

School, my aforementioned soul mate, Kelley. All of 

these, and many more, point to the one Master, the Christ. 

God is our Source.  Our Hope.   
Waiting for us to become so absorbed in Love 

that it spills out to all in need.   
Like a full moon over water.     

 

      God’s blessings, 

an impossible distance 

to reach you, 

to find you, 
 

to take your face 

into its hands 

and bless you. 
 

Believe this 

does not end— 

that the gesture, 

once enacted, 

endures. 
 

 

David Morris, LMBT 

it entered 

into a conversation 

that had already  

been going on 

forever. 
 

Believe  

this conversation 

has not stopped. 
 

Believe this love 

still lives— 

the love that crossed 

 

Believe  

this blessing 

abides. 
 

Believe  

it goes with you 

always. 
 

Believe 

it knows you 

still. 
 

 



  
05 Marianne McQuade (Birthday) 

12 In gratitude for our Veterans 

19 +Kathleen  Hyer   1st Anniv 

N O V E M B E R  

05 31st Sun OT 
Family Faith Formation Parents & Youth, 10:30a 
SSJ CyberSisters Zoom, 7-8:30p 

07 Adult Faith Formation, 10a ~ The Chosen 
Communion Service, 12:15p 
Adult Faith Formation, 6:45p ~ The Chosen 

08 RCIA, 6:00p; Choir, 7p 

11 Veterans Day 

12 32nd Sun OT 
Family Faith Formation Parents & Youth, 10:30a 

13 Ladies Guild, 5p 

14 Adult Faith Formation, 10a ~ The Chosen 
Communion Service, 12:15p 
Adult Faith Formation, 6:45p ~ The Chosen 

15 RCIA, 6:00p; Choir, 7p 

16 Six Jesuit Martyrs in El Salvador; & Julia  
Elba Ramos, Celina Mariceth Ramos (16) 
 

Wise Ones, 1p Cowboy’s Restuarant 
Host: Gayle 336-835-2633, nanaalte@yahoo.com  

18 Men’s Breakfast, Cracker Barrel, 8:30a 

05 Shayla Ange 

07 Phil Martin 

09 Debbie Parrish 

10 Richard Bernabe 

14 Veronica Trinadad 

15 Jane Norman 

 18 Ania Trejo 

20 Reyna Hernandez 

21 Newell Hauser 

21 Ronnie Krakovsky 

22 America Lopez 

      Ryan St. Cyr 

24 Dalilah Hernandez 

      Lupe Hernandez 

25 Victor Bustos, Jr. 

26 Victor Bustos, Sr. 

28 Stephen Faust 

29 Grace Jenkins 

07 Rosa & Gerardo Parral 
13 Ayda & Sheldon Chanes 
16 Ramona & Jim Doyle 
17 Epi & Julian Cortez 

 In October 2021, Pope Francis announced a two-year process of listening and dialogue of 
the Catholic Church, known as the “Synod on Synodality.” A “synod” (walking together) is 
a journey of discernment rooted in the Holy Spirit. In the Synod on Synodality, the entire 
Church has been called to discern how the Spirit is moving through and with the Body of 
Christ  — inside and outside the Church  — so that we may continue to fulfill our mission to 
evangelize in the world. 
 

The Synod on Synodality invites all Catholics to listen with open hearts and minds, to share 
from their own lived experiences, and to make space for the voices of those often marginal-
ized or excluded. With these synodal aims, Pope Francis has invited the Church into what is 

fundamenttally a process of healing — both from wounds suffered inside the Church, and those   experienced in other 
areas of our lives and relationships.  
 
 
 

     The Synod is a chance for the Catholic Church to listen intentionally and deeply to the Body of Christ. 
          Also, this emphasis on deep listening is an aim of restorative justice, with restorative practices 
                      like circle process offering spaces for people to connect deeply with one another, 
                                to share stories, and in some cases, to address harm or conflict. 
 

Restorative practices help make room for the Holy Spirit to do its transformative work 
in the world. As such, they have much to offer the Synod on Synodality’s listening processes. 

 

For more than a decade, Catholic Mobilizing Network (CMN) has promoted Restorative 
Justice within the Catholic community, having witnessed the transformative effects  

of restorative practices within the context of our anti-death penalty work and engagement  
with individuals and communities that have suffered trauma, crime, and violence. 

 

We are hopeful that throughout the Synod on Synodality, more Catholic communities 
will embrace these life-giving approaches to healing, listening, 

                                          and being in relationship with one another. 
 

          In this Synod, in this deep listening within the Church members, are the seeds of hope! 

 

 

 

mailto:nanaalte@yahoo.com


theark.director@gmail.com 

www.thearkelkin.org 



 A Christmas Story:   
The Musical  

December 10th, 2023 @ 3pm 
Yadkin Arts Council Arts Center 

 Yadkinville  
Cost is $24 Adults & children 

Show Only No Meal Serve 
 
 

 

 Tickets must be purchased by: 

September 24 Sign up at church  

or contact 

Julie Colglazier   (336) 353-822 

The venue is small, so first come, first serve 

Ticket prices include all taxes & fees 

Tickets are non-refundable 

Seating is general admission 

Available upon request ADA accessible seats  

CARE for CREATION  

Recycle containers 
are in the lobby. 

 

First Communion 
Confirmation 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
 

For couples who would like to marry 

or who are married civilly and would 

like to have your marriage  

blessed in the Church. 

 Anointing of the Sick 
Offered to the hospitalized 

or homebound 
 

R.C.I.A  
For Adults desiring to explore 

the Catholic Faith. 
 

For more information, 

call S. Janis  (336) 835-4542 

 

Adult Sacraments 



 

Our Lady of Protection, pray for us! 

Thank you so much !! 

NOV 

Bar soap 

DEC 

Dry beans 

gun-related deaths 

so far in 2023? 

With the fast pace of communications these days,  it’s easy to become  

overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage of news. 

As Catholic Christians,  you realized you are intimately tethered 

to every Dear Neighbor locally and globally. 

When you’re feeling overwhelmed and weary,  think of and pray for your 

Ukrainian sisters and brothers who are overwhelmed and wearied by the barrage  

~ not of news ~  

but by daily bombings, death, family separation, and the other forms 

of collateral damage of war since February 24, 2022. 

 

FEBRUARY 
Ukrainian Catholics dedicate their country 

to Our Lady of Protection, 
interceding to Mary to wrap their country  

with her mantle of loving protection.  






